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PREFACE. 


TTiey  that  are  learned  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the 
firmament ;  and  they  that  instruct  many  unto 
justice,  as  stars  Jot  all  eternity. — Daniel  12:  3. 

WHILE  in  the  ordinary  branches  of  secular  education  there  has  been  of  late  years 
notable  improvement  in  methods  for  imparting-  as  well  as  in  plans  for  simplify- 
ing the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  making  it  interesting  and  living  to  the  children 
by  pictures,  blackboard  sketches,  the  use  of  the  moulding-board,  and  the  like ;  there  has 
been  up  to  the  present,  or  at  least  until  very  lately,  comparatively  little  change  in  the 
old-time  method  of  teaching  Christian  Doctrine  mainly  by  question  and  answer.  Yet 
the  abstract  nature  of  the  study  itself  and  its  difficult  phraseology  make  it  all  the  more 
incumbent  on  the  teacher  to  seek  to  remove  the  thorns  of  difficulty  and  strew  with 
flowers  the  pathway  that  leads  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God.  As  Bishop  Bellord 
says,  "the  children  of  light  should  gather  hints  for  their  religious  advantage  from  the 
children  of  this  world."  To  this  end  we  have  but  to  bring  into  the  teaching  of  Catechism 
the  adjuncts  we  ourselves  employ  in  secular  branches.  What  teacher  to-day  would  dream 
of  giving  history  or  geography  lessons  from  the  text-book  alone  ?  Preparing  for  her 
class,  she  gathers  spoils  from  poet,  painter,  and  illustrator;  to  emphasize  events,  or  make 
tangible  ideas — maps,  sand-board,  objects  of  various  kinds  are  called  into  requisition ; 
nay,  even  the  pupils  themselves,  at  times,  are  led  to  enact  an  historical  scene,  or  become 
travellers  in  imagination  over  the  lands  about  which  they  are  studying. 

Why  should  we  not  employ  the  same  means  in  teaching  Catechism  ?  Traditional 
methods  should  be  broken  with ;  we  should  take  up  again  something  of  the  idea  that 
informed  the  old  Miracle  plays,  and  with  all  possible  reverence  press  into  the  service  of 
religion  every  appliance  that  has  helped  to  simplify  and  make  pleasant  our  secular  teach- 
ing. If  "the  test  of  the  master's  success  is  the  child's  willing  cooperation,"  have  we 
had  full  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  results  obtained  by  the  Catechetical  Method  alone  ? 

The  Course  of  Religious  Instruction  herewith  presented  is  the  outcome  of  attempts 
to  bring  the  "New  Education"  to  bear  on  the  old  sacred  and  unchangeable  truths,  and 
to  lead  the  children  not  only  to  know,  but  to  love  and  practise  them.  Prepared  at  first 
as  a  guide  to  young  teachers  of  a  religious  community,  it  met  with  the  approbation  of 
priests  who  saw  its  practical  results ;  then  it  passed  into  wider  circulation,  so  that  for 
several  years  it  has  stood  the  test  of  actual  use  in  the  schoolroom.  In  response  to 
repeated  requests  it  is  now  published  for  general  use,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  not  be  less 
effective  in  a  wider  sphere  than  it  has  been  in  a  comparatively  limited  circle. 

Some,  no  doubt,  will  think  excessive  the  amount  of  work  called  for  from  both 
teacher  and  pupil,  but  examination  will  prove  that  "repetition"  is  the  keynote;  that  the 
method  being  largely  concentric,  each  grade  includes  the  work  of  the  preceding,  and  adds 
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but  comparatively  little  to  it.  That  the  work  has  been  done  and  well  done  under  diverse 
circumstances,  is  proof  of  its  practicability.  Teachers,  pupils  and  environment  vary  so 
widely,  it  is  true,  that  in  no  study  can  "hard  and  fast"  limits  be  prescribed;  still,  a  sys- 
tematic Course  must  be  a  help,  even  thougfh,  like  this,  intended  but  to  be  sugfg^estive ; 
those  who  use  it  have  but  to  rectify  what  they  find  faulty ;  eliminate  what  seems  super- 
fluous; broaden,  or  deepen,  or  circumscribe  within  the  limits  of  individual  or  local 
requirement,  as  only  the  living'  teacher  can,  who  has  "the  spirit  that  vivifieth." 

On  account,  however,  of  the  interdependence  of  the  grade  work,  it  is  strongly  advised 
that,  in  schools  adopting  this  Scheme,  pupils  of  the  higher  grades  begin  with  the  work 
specified  for  the  Fifth,  going  on  to  that  of  the  succeeding  years  as  soon  as  practicable. 
In  this  way  only  can  the  wOrk  be  accomplished  satisfactorily. 

The  Plenary  Council  Catechism,  being  prescribed  for  use,  is  the  only  one  mentioned 
in  this  work,  yet  the  Scheme  has  no  special  dependence  upon  it,  but  can  be  used  with  any 
other. 

Hymns,  recitations,  quotations,  other  and  perhaps  better  than  those  included  herein, 
can  readily  be  found ;  these  but  serve  to  indicate  the  plan. 

Mnemonic  words  and  rimes,  some,  old-time  standbys,  others,  new,  have  been 
included  in  the  work,  since  educators  find  them  very  often  useful  although  not  beautiful. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  the  Century  Company  for  permis- 
sion to  reprint  some  poems  from  Five  Books  of  So7ig,  by  R.  W.  Gilder;  to  Small,  May- 
nard  &  Co.  for  allowing  us  to  quote  the  Rev.  Father  Tabb's  Poems;  to  Longmans, 
Green  &  Co.  for  the  use  of  Cardinal  Newman's  Verses  ;  to  Messrs.  Eaton  &  Mains,  New 
York,  for  permission  to  reprint  from  The  Young  Traveler  s  Class  directions  for  drawing 
the  Map  of  Palestine;  to  the  Rev.  Father  Russell,  S.J.,  Miss  Agnes  Repplier,  Miss 
Eleanor  C.  Donnelly,  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Halvey,  for  permission  to  reprint  the  poems 
that  bear  their  names. 

To  these,  and  to  many  others  to  whom,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  we  may 
be  indebted,  we  render  the  tribute  of  our  thanks.  Laying  no  claim  to  originality  in  this 
compilation,  we  say  with  Montaigne:  "We  have  but  gathered  flowers  from  many 
gardens,  only  the  string  that  binds  them  together  is  our  own." 

If,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  this  work  become  a  help  to  any  of  those  who  are 
laboring  to  make  Him  better  known  and  glorified,  then  will  have  been  accomplished  our 
dearest  hope  and  highest  aim. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  ■  S.  S.  J. 

March  19,  1904. 
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PART  FIRST 


PRIMARY  GRADES,  I— IV 


FIRST  PRIMARY  GRADE. 
Special  Patron — The  Infant  Jesus. 


Prayers. —  (To  be  taught  orally.) 

Sign  of  the  Cross;  "Our  Father;"  "Hail  Mary;"  Apostles'  Creed;  "O  Angel  of 
God,"  etc.      {Appendix,  p.  39.) 
Aspirations. — Jesus,  Mary,  and  Joseph,  etc.      {Appendix,  p.  40.) 
Catechism. —  (To  be  taught  orally.) 

Plenary  Council  Catechism,  No.  i.     (Questions  specified,  on  pp.  5  to  7). 
The  Two  Great  Precepts  of  Charity.     {Appendix,  p.  41,) 
Bible  History. — Old  Testament.     Story  of  the  Creation  ;  the  Angels  and  their  sin  ;  Adam 
and  Eve  ;  the  Fall ;  Promise  of  a  Redeemer ;  Cain  and  Abel ;  the  Deluge. 
Ne<TV  Testament,     Story  of  the  Annunciation  ;  the  Visitation;  the  Birth  of  our  Lord; 
the  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds ;  the  Adoration  of  the  Kings  ;  the  Flight  into 
Egypt  ;  the  Child  Jesus  at  Nazareth  ;  the  Journey  to  the  Temple  ;  Jesus  lost 
and  found  ;  the  Crucifixion  ;  the  Resurrection  ;  the  Ascension ;  the  Coming  of 
the  Holy  Ghost. 
(Just  the  facts  as  given  simply  in  the  Catechism.) 
Instruction, — Give  simple  childlike  instruction  on  God  ;  His  love ;  power ;  His  special 
love  for  each  one  as  shown  in  the  Creation. 
On  our  Lord's  Birth,  Life,  Death,  etc. 
On  true  devotion  to  Jesus  ;  to  our  Blessed  Mother;  to  Saint  Joseph  ;  /.  e.,  to  make 

little  sacrifices  to  please  them. 
The  good  and  the  bad  angels  ;  our  Guardian  Angels,  what  they  do  for  us. 
On  Sin  and  its  punishment.     Death.     Judgment.     Heaven.     Llell. 
Practices  to  be  Taught  and  Explained. — Proper  deportment  at  prayer,  in  church,  and  at 
the  Church  Offices.     To  ask  the  blessing  of  our  dear  Lord  ;    of  our  Blessed 
Mother  ;    teach  the  children   to  confess  their  faults  to  our  Lord  and  ask  His 
pardon ;  to  make  an  Act  of  Contrition.     How  to  say  Grace  before  and  after 
meals.     How  to  make  a  visit  to  the  Blessed  Sacrament ;  to  our  Lady.     How 
to  salute    our    Lord    in  the  Blessed  Sacrament ;    how   to  salute    our  Blessed 
Mother ;  our  Angel  ;  our  holy  Patrons  ;  train  in  the  genuflection,  both  simple 
and  profound  : — how  and  when  to  be  made. 
Stories. — Those  most  suitable  will  be  found  in  the  Bible  History  indicated  in  the  Tablets, 
pp.  8  and  9. 
Stories    of    the  Sign  of  the  Cross,   of  the  Guardian  Angels'  care ;    of   the    Saints 
whom  the  children  claim  as  patrons. 
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Hymns  and  Chants. —  {Appendix,  p.  46.) 

The  Sig-n  of  the  Cross.     "  O  my  God,"  etc. 

"  My  Jesus,  I  offer,"  etc. 

Acts  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity. 

"Infant  Jesus,  meek  and  mild,"  etc. 

Child's  Rule  of  Life,  stanzas  i  and  2. 

The  Four  Great  Truths,  one  stanza. 
Quotations. — The  Two  Great  Precepts. 

"  Suffer  the  little  children,"  etc. 

"  Hail,  full  of  grace,"  etc. 

"And  they  came,"  etc. 
Recitations. — Our  Heavenly  Father. 

"  O  Blessed  Trinity." 

The  Child  on  Calvary. 

The  Wonderful  World. 

"  Dear  Little  One." 

Days  of  Creation. 
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FIRST  PRIMARY  GRADE. 


CATECHISM. 


The  fact  that  even  in  the  First  Primary  Grade  there  are  often  children  who  must 
prepare  for  the  reception  of  the  Sacraments,  makes  it  advisable  to  have  the  Grade  Work 
cover  the  main  points  of  Christian  Doctrine.  Hence,  from  Plenary  Council  Catechism 
No.  I,  the  following-  questions,  sixty-eight  in  number,  have  been  chosen,  to  form  the  oral 
work  of  the  first  two  years. 

FIRST  YEAR. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Chapter  I. 
First  Week. — Who  made  the  world  ?     Who  is  God  ?     What  is  man  ? 
Second  Week. — Why  did  God  make  you  ?     How  shall  we  know  the  things  which  we  are 
to  believe  ? 

Chapter  H. 
Third  Week.—SN\i^\.  is  God  ?     Where  is  God  ? 
Fourth  Week. — Review. 

OCTOBER 

Chapter  H. 

First  Week. — Does  God  see  us  ?     Does  God  know  all  things  ?     Can  God  do  all  things  ? 

Chapter  HI. 

Second  Week. — Is  there  but  one  God  ?     How  many  Persons  are  there  in  God  ? 
Third  Week. — Is  the  Father  God  ?     Is  the  Son  God  ?     Is  the  Holy  Ghost  God  ? 
Fourth  Week. — What  is  the  Blessed  Trinity  ?     Review. 

NOVEMBER. 
Chapter  IV. 

First  Week. — Which  are  the  chief  creatures  of  God  ?     What  are  angels  ? 
Second  Week. — Who  were  the  first  man  and  woman  ?     Did  Adam  and  Eve  remain  faith- 
ful to  God  ?     What  is  the  sin  called  which  we  inherit  from  our  first  parents  ? 

Chapter  V. 

Third  Week. — What  is  actual  sin  ?     What  is  mortal  sin  ?     What  is  venial  sin  ? 
Venial  si?t  is  a  slight  offence  against  the  law  of  God. 
Fourth  Week. — Review. 
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DECEMBER. 

Chapter  VI. 

First  Week. — Who  is  the  Redeemer  ?    What  do  you  believe  of  Jesus  Christ  ?    What  do 
you  mean  by  the  Incarnation  ? 
Seco7id  Week. — On  what  day  was  Christ  born  ? 

Chapter  VII. 

Seco7id  Week. — What  did  Jesus  Christ  sufifer  ?     On  what  day  did  Christ  die  ? 

Third  Week. — Why  did  Jesus  Christ  suffer  and  die  ?     On  what  day  did  Christ  rise  from 

the  dead  ?     Review. 

JANUARY. 

First  Week. — Review  all  precediyig  work. 

Chapter  VIII. 
Seco7id  Week. — Who  is  the  Holy  Ghost  ?     On  what  day  did  the  Holy  Ghost  come  down 
upon  the  Apostles  ? 

Chapter  IX. 
Second  Week. — What  do  you  mean  by  grace  ? 

Chapter  XI. 
Third  Week. — What  is  a  Sacrament  ?     How  many  Sacraments  are  there  ? 
Fourth  Week. — Review.     Examiyiatioyi. 

FEBRUARY. 
Chapter  XII. 

First  Week.—  What  is  Baptism  ? 

Chapter  XIII. 

First  Week. — What  is  Confirmation  ? 
Second  Week. — To  receive  Confirmation  worthily  is  it  necessary  to  be  in  the  state  of  g^race? 
What  is  the  state  of  grace  ? 

Chapter  XIV. 
Third  Week. — What  is  the  Sacrament  of  Penance  ?     What  must  we  do  to  receive  the 
Sacrament  of  Penance  worthily  ? 

Chapter  XV. 
Fourth  Week. — What  is  Contrition,  or  sorrow  for  sin  ? 

Chapter  XVI. 
Fourth  Week. — What  is  Confession  ? 

MARCH. 

Chapter  XVIII. 
First  Week. — What  is  the  Holy  Eucharist  ? 
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Chapter  XIX. 
First  Week. — What  is  Holy  Communion  ? 

Chapter  XX. 
First  Week.— What  is  the  Mass  ? 
Second  Week. — Is  the  Mass  the  same  sacrifice  as  that  of  the  Cross  ?     How  should  we 
assist  at  Mass  ? 

Chapter  XXIII. 
Third  Week. — How  do  we  make  the  Sign  of  the  Cross  ?     What  is  Holy  Water. 

Chapter  XXIV. 
Fojirth  Week. — What  is  Prayer  ? 

Chapter  XXV. 
Fourth  Week. — Which  are  the  Commandments  of  God  ? 

APRIL. 

Chapter  XXVI. 
First  Week. — How  may  the  First  Commandment  be  broken  ? 

Chapter  XXVIII. 
First  Week. — What  is  forbidden  by  the  Second  Commandment  ?     How  are  we  to  wor- 
ship God  on  Sundays  and  holydays  of  obligation  ? 
Second  Week. — What  is  forbidden  by  the  Third  Commandment  ? 

Chapter  XXIX. 
Second  Week. — Are  we  bound  to  honor  and  obey  others  than  our  parents  ?     What  is  for- 
bidden by  the  Fourth  Commandment  ? 
Third  Week. — What  is  forbidden  by  the  Fifth  Commandment  ?     What  is  forbidden  by 

the  Sixth  Commandment  ? 
Fourth  Week. — Allow  for  Easter  Holidays. 

Chapter  XXX. 
First  Week. — What  is  forbidden  by  the  Seventh  Commandment  ?    What  is  forbidden  by 
the  Eighth  Commandment  ? 

Chapter  XXXI. 
Second  Week. — Is  it  a  mortal  sin  not  to  hear  Mass  on  a  Sunday  or  holyday  of  obligation? 

Chapter  XXXIII. 

Second  Week. — What  is  hell  ? 

Third  Week. — What  is  purgatory  ?     What  is  heaven  ? 

Fou7-th  Week. — Reviews. 

JUNE. 

During  this  month  devote  all  the  time  assigned  for  Christian  Doctriiie  to  reviews  and 
examinations. 
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10  COURSE  OF  CHRISTIAN  DOCTRINE. 


SUGGESTIONS  TO  TEACHERS  OF  THE  FIRST  GRADE. 


Your  first  impression,  no  doubt,  will  be  that  the  work  here  specified  cannot  be  cov- 
ered ;  well,  try  it ;  do  as  much  as  you  can,  and  insensibly  you  will  learn  that,  dififerent 
as  are  the  means  employed,  all  tend  to  emphasize  the  same  truths  ;  and  that  in  teaching- 
one  point — say,  for  instance,  a  quotation,  you  have,  with  it,  taught  a  truth  expressed  in 
other  words  in  the  Catechism,  the  Bible  History,  the  Verses,  and  soon.  It  is  this  itera- 
tion and  reiteration  that  clinches  the  truth,  so  to  speak,  in  the  children's  minds,  and  ren- 
ders it  more  attractive  by  the  very  variety  of  phases.  Of  course,  the  success  of  this 
method,  as  of  every  other,  depends  upon  the  teacher's  enthusiasm. 

In  beginning  with  the  little  ones,  use  first  the  picture  of  "Jesus  blessing  the  chil- 
dren ;"  bring  out  the  fact  of  His  love  for  them,  and  theirs  for  Him.  By  skilful  question- 
ing- lead  them  to  say  that  "  Jesus  "  is  "  God."  Although  the  story  of  Redemption  may 
not  be  known  to  them,  a  few  points  about  our  Lord's  life  must  necessarily  enter  into  the 
work  from  the  beginning.  To  us,  as  to  the  Apostles,  our  Lord  says  :  "  Suffer  the  little 
children  to  come  unto  Me,'"  and  to  the  earnest,  prayerful  worker  in  this  field  He  renews 
the  promise  of  old,  "  I  will  be  in  thy  mouth  and  will  teach  thee  what  thou  shalt  speak."* 

As  the  minds  of  the  little  ones  cannot  grasp  much  at  a  time,  the  instructor  should 
see  that  they  be  not  wearied  or  over-taxed.  The  plain  truths  of  the  Catechism  are  to 
them  dry  and  tiresome  unless  vitalized  by  something  that  catches  the  eye  or  ear,  or  made 
significant  by  correlation  with  picture  or  story  ;  the  trouble  one  takes  to  seek  for  or 
employ  these  helps  will  be  amply  repaid  by  the  results. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  each  division  of  the  "  Course." 

Prayers.— Work  suggested  for  the  First  Term  (s  months)  :  The  Sign  of  the  Cross, 
the  "  Our  Father,"  the  "  Hail  Mary  "  ;  and  the  Aspiration  :  "  Jesus,  Mary,  and  Joseph," 
etc.      {Appendix,  p.  40.) 

Second  Term.— The  same  reviewed ;  with  the  addition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  and 
"  O  Angel  of  God,"  etc.     {Appendix,  p.  40.) 

Only  these  prayers  are  to  be  taught  as  a  lesson ;  the  instructor's  aim  should  be  to 
secure  thorough  memorizing  of  the  words,  correct  enunciation,  and,  where  possible,  some 
grasp  of  their  meaning. 

No  doubt  at  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  sessions,  these  and  other  prayers  will  be 
recited,  but  that  is  not  the  time  for  securing  the  desired  results  ;  the  most  we  can  look  for 
then  is  a  reverent  manner  and  attempts,  more  or  less  successful,  to  pronounce  the  words. 
On  this  account  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that  the  time  for  prayers  in  common  be  short ; 
the  children  may  endure,  but  they  will  never  enjoy  them,  if  long.  Neither  is  the  school- 
room the  proper  place  for  morning  and  evening  prayers  :  when  said  there,  the  children 

*  Matt.  19  :  14.  ^  Exod.  4  :  12. 
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but  too  often  look  on  them  as  part  of  the  school  routine,  which  may  be  omitted  or 
entirely  laid  aside  when  school  days  are  over. 

Discriminate  between  the  prayers  as  a  lessoyi  and  prayer  as  an  act :  in  the  former,  the 
words  must  be  repeated  very  often,  and  the  children  need  not  be  held  to  that  reverential 
manner  which  is  so  essential  in  the  act  ;  make  them  understand  that  in  the  lesson  they  are 
learning-  /lozv  to  speak  to  our  dear  God  ;  but  in  the  act  of  prayer,  they  are  speaking  to 
Him. 

It  is  advisable  that  the  children,  even  at  prayers  in  common,  do  not  at  first  say 
them  themselves  ;  let  them  repeat  the  words  after  you.  Unconsciously  they  will  imi- 
tate your  correct  pronunciation,  your  intellig-ent  phrasing,  your  reverent  tone  and  devout 
attitude.  Though  the  children  kneel,  you  should  stand,  so  as  to  have  supervision  over 
all ;  but  on  no  account  should  you  arrange  or  adjust  anything  during  the  time  of  prayer ; 
your  hands  should  be  clasped  or  folded,  and  your  whole  bearing  should  show  the 
importance  of  the  act  in  which  you  are  engaged.  Example  is  more  powerful  than 
precept. 

Avoid,  as  far  as  may  be,  all  notice  or  correction  of  faults  at  prayer ;  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  them  then  is  to  distract  all.  Speak  to  the  culprits  later  on,  assuming,  as  will 
generally  be  the  case,  that  they  forgot  they  were  speaking  to  our  Lord,  or  they  would 
not  have  been  so  irreverent. 

If  the  prayers  be  sung,  the  words  and  phrasing  will  be  more  correctly  learned,  and 
faulty  enunciation  more  readily  noticed  :  have  the  children  sing  softly  and  reverently. 

A  large  chart  with  the  prayers  printed  on  it  is  also  a  help,  for  though  the  children 
may  not  know  how  to  read,  it  is  surprising  how  soon  they  begin  to  recognize  the  words. 

It  will  be  necessary  in  the  Primary,  and  at  times  in  other  g-rades,  to  guard  against 
rapid  or  sing-song  recitation  of  the  common  prayers  ;  when  this  fault  comes  in  evidence, 
the  teacher  should  again  take  the  initiative  and  require  the  sentences  to  be  repeated  after 
her,  until  it  be  remedied. 

Catechism. — This  is  to  be  taught  orally  ;  only  the  questions  and  answers  specified  (pp.  5- 
7)  ;  omit  those  parts  of  No.  i.  Catechism  not  included. 
Teach  but  one  or  two  questions  and  answers  at  a  time  ;  depend  upon  it,  many  lessons 
will  have  to  be  given  before  the  children  get  the  words  fixed  in  their  memory. 
Where  possible,  give  them  some  idea  first  of  what  the  words  mean,  and  when 
the  same  matter  must  be  the  basis  of  repeated  lessons,  so  vary  your  illustra- 
tions as  to  avoid  monotony.  For  instance,  you  are  giving  the  little  ones  the 
first  two  questions  of  Chap.  i.  Get  from  them  some  expression  about  God. 
"Who  loves  them  most?"  "Whom  do  they  love  best?"  "Who  gave 
them  such  and  such  things  ?"  "  God,"  they  may  be  led  to  reply.  "  Yes,  chil- 
dren, our  dear  Father,  God.  Now  I  shall  write  that  dear  name,  so  that  all  may 
see  it."  You  write  "  God  "  on  the  board  with  yellow  chalk.  "  See,  children, 
that  is  the  yiaine  of  God.  Soon,  very  soon,  you  will  be  able  to  write  that  dear 
name  yourself.     Look  out  of  the  window  now,  and  tell  me  something  God  has 
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made."     "Trees,  flowers,  sky,  etc.,  everything:  in  the  world."     "Who  made  the 
world  ?"     "  God  made  the  world." 

Again,  tell  the  story  of  the  great  Wonder-Ball.  God  made  for  us  a  ball  that  has  in 
it  and  on  it  everything  we  want.  "  Children,  tell  me  some  of  the  things  in  the 
wonder-ball."  Again  they  name  different  things.  "What  do  we  call  this 
wonder-ball  that  has  in  it  trees  and  flowers  and  everything  we  need  ?"  "  The 
world."  "  Who  made  the  world  ?"  "  God  made  the  world."  "  Did  He  think 
of  you  when  He  made  it  ?"  "Tell  me  something  He  gave  you  to-day."  Try 
thus  to  excite  an  act  of  love,  of  gratitude,  but  very  simply  ;  do  not  force 
devotion. 

Before  giving  a  lesson  in  Catechism,  see  what  objective  material,  what  stories,  espe- 
cially those  of  the  Bible,  what  drawings,  pictures,  or  busy  work  can  be  used  as 
helps  :  keep  note  of  all  that  you  hear  of  or  see  that  will  tend  to  this  end, — 
"  Seek  and  you  shall  find." 
£ible  History. — If  from  the  very  first  you  use  the  Tablet  form  as  shown  on  page  8,  you 
will  find  it  a  great  help.  The  children  soon  come  to  recognize  the  division 
under  which  an  event  falls. 

Correlate  with  the  Catechism  where  possible  ;  for  instance,  when  you  teach  the  First 
Chapter,  place  the  Days  of  Creation  in  the  Tablet ;  the  Fall  of  the  angels  and 
our  first  parents,  when  you  teach  the  Fourth  ;  with  the  Fifth,  bring  in  the  stories 
of  Cain  and  Abel  and  the  Deluge  ;  coming  to  the  Sixth  Chapter,  begin  the  Tab- 
lets of  the  New  Testament,  recording  each  event  as  indicated.  Require  from 
the  children  only  the  simplest  facts  of  each  event,  but,  as  the  year  goes  on,  they 
will  acquire  quite  a  fair  knowledge  of  our  Lord's  life  by  the  recurrence  of  the 
different  feasts. 

Get  the  little  ones  to  re-tell  the  stories  :  to  say  what  they  see  in  the  pictures  ;  again, 
do  you  describe  a  picture  without  showing  it,  and  have  them  guess  what  it  is. 
Great  interest  and  emulation  can  thus  be  aroused. 

Some  teachers  advise  that  the  picture  be  not  shown  the  children  until  they  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  subject  ;  others  prefer  to  show  it  first  and  deduce  the 
lesson.  Follow  the  way  that  seems  better  adapted  to  your  pupils'  wants. 
Instruction. — This  should  be  generally  catechetical.  The  prayers,  lessons,  etc.,  of  the 
grade  will  furnish  ample  matter.  The  life  of  our  Lord  and  His  example  as  a 
child  should  be  particularly  insisted  on.  Pictures  will  be  found  very  helpful, 
especially  if  large  enough  to  be  seen  by  the  class,  but  small  ones  can  be  used  in 
more  varied  ways.  Have  the  children  make  personal  application  of  the  truths 
spoken  of :  gratitude  to  God  for  the  gifts  of  creation  ;  love  for  the  Child  Jesus  ; 
how  we  should  love  Him,  bringing  in  different  practices  noted  for  this  Grade. 
Why  we  make  a  genuflection,  how  to  make  it,  when  to  make  it.  Be  not  con- 
tent to  teach ;  train  in  the  different  acts.  When  they  learn  to  make  the  simple 
genuflection,  teach  them  to  make  some  aspiration,  as  "Sweet  Sacrament,  I  Thee 
adore."     Too  often  this  is  only  a  meaningless    act.     Again,  in  taking  holy 
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water  they  might  say,  "  Cleanse  me,  O   Lord,  from  my  sins.      In  the  name 
of  the  Father,"  etc. 

While  paying:  attention  to  the  external  form,  do  not  fail,  when  the  children  are  capa- 
ble of  understanding:  you,  to  impress  on  them  that  the  interior  disposition  is 
what  God  looks  at ;  that  an  act  is  gfood  or  bad,  according;-  to  the  will  that 
inspires  it. 
Stories. —There  are  no  stories  like  those  of  the  Bible ;  there  is  hardly  any  lesson  we  wish 
to  inculcate  that  cannot  be  found  in  them.  Teach  the  children  about  Jesus'  life 
at  Nazareth,  how  He  did  there  the  simple  acts  they  daily  perform  in  their  own 
homes.  Beware  of  tellings  legends,  which,  attributing  to  Him  miraculous  acts, 
would  give  the  children  an  idea  that  He  was  exempt  from  human  trials  and  sor- 
rows. Legends  of  the  Holy  Childhood  that  do  not  contravene  the  truth  are 
many  and  beautiful ;  and  every  act  of  our  Lord's  life  can  be  made  divinely 
attractive  by  its  very  simplicity. 

Stories  of  the  Sign  of  the  Cross,  of  the  Angel  Guardian,  etc.,  may  be  found  in 
Howe's  Catechist ;  in  Anecdotes  and  Examples,  by  Spirago,  and  in  other  works. 
It  is  well  to  give  but  few  ;  children  never  tire  of  hearing  the  same  over  and  over 
again,  and  it  is  better  to  know  how  to  apply  one  than  to  get  a  confused  idea  of 
many. 
Hymns  and  Recitations. — Use  these  only  as  they  have  a  bearing  on  the  lesson.  When 
you  have  taught  the  works  of  creation,  have  the  pupils  say  the  verses  :  "  First, 
light  was  made,"  etc.  {Appendix ,  p.  44.)  This  may  also  be  sung  to  the  chant, 
(Appendix,  p.  56),  motions  being  introduced,  or  objects  used  to  indicate  the 
day's  work.  You  have  taught  them  of  God's  special  love  and  providence  ;  let 
them  say,  "  My  God,  how  wonderful  Thou  art,"  etc.  {Appendix,  p.  42.)  You 
have  shown  that,  in  the  whole  world,  there  was  nothing  that  could  pray  ;  then 
God  made  man.  Teach  the  verses  :  "  Great,  wide,  beautiful,  wonderful  world," 
etc.     {Appendix,  p.  43.) 

If  all  indicated  cannot  be  covered,  be  not  anxious  ;  still,  where  five  minutes  a  day 
have  been  given  to  this  matter,  all  has  been  learned  in  a  short  space  of  time,  for 
children  have  a  natural  love  for  rhythm.  There  is  another  advantage  to  be 
gained  by  their  use,  namely,  that  these  hymns  and  verses  are  more  likely  to  be 
rehearsed  at  home  than  is  any  other  lesson,  and  thus  the  truths  of  faith  may 
often  to  parents,  catch  a  new  charm  on  the  lips  of  their  offspring. 

The  Hymns  may  profitably  be  used  instead  of  the  prayer  at  the  opening  and  closing 
of  school ;  the  prayer  of  Intention  for  the  class  recitations ;  thus  the  children 
will  see  that  singing  is  but  prayer  in  another  form.  Read  what  Father  Furniss 
says,  in  How  to  Teach  Catechism,  p.  13,  on  having  the  children  sing  prayers 
and  Christian  Doctrine;  note  especially  his  remarks  on  "Faults  in  Popular 
Singing,"  and  strive  to  avoid  them. 
Qtiotations. — These,  especially  when  from  the  Scriptures,  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be 
associated  with  the  picture.     Never  assign  them  as  a  task,  but  let  the  picture 
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suggest  the  words,  and  again,  the  words  the  picture.  Showing  that  of  "Jesus 
blessing  the  children,"  ask,  "What  does  our  Lord  say?"  Tell  them  ;  then 
have  them  repeat:  "  Suffer  the  little  children,"  etc.  {Appendix,  p.  41.)  When 
the  Annunciation  comes  under  consideration,  ask :  "  What  is  the  angel  saying  ?" 
"Hail,  full  of  grace,"  etc.  Another  time,  ask,  "Who  says  :  '  Suffer  the  little 
children,'  etc.  ?  "  "  Who  was  with  our  Lord  then  ? "  "  Tell  me  what  else  you 
saw  in  the  picture  ?" 
Make  charts  with  the  pictures  to  be  used  in  this  Grade  in  the  centre ;  and  print  under 
each  the  proper  quotation.  Choose  illustrations  which  bring  out  the  mystery 
more  plainly  and  are  not  obscured  by  many  details ;  the  Visitation  by  Alberti- 
nelli  is  a  case  in  point.  It  shows  but  the  two  figures,  our  Lady  and  St.  Eliza- 
beth, and  the  little  ones  will  remember  the  mystery  better  than  had  their 
attention  been  distracted  by  other  details.  Remember,  the  picture  is  to  be 
used  only  as  a  means;  "picture  study,"  properly  so  called,  must  not  usurp  the 
place  of  the  mystery. 
Distribution  of  Time  and  Matter.— As  the  attention  of  little  children  cannot  long  be  held 
on  the  same  thing,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  educators,  that,  at  least 
in  the  First  and  Second  Primary  Grades,  the  length  of  exercises  be  limited  to 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 
Although  most  teachers  have  their  own  method  of  scheduling  work,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  here  to  copy  a  form  of  apportionment  taken  from  actual  school  work. 

SCHEDULE  OF  RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION. 

The  first  exercise  in  the  morning,  and  the  first  or  last  in  the  afternoon,  about  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes  each  time  in  Primary  Grades. 
Monday,       A.M.— Prayers  (taught  orally  and  explained). 

P.M. — Instruction. 
Tuesday,      A.M.— Catechism  (taught  orally;  explained  objectively,  when  possible). 

"  P.M. — Quotation,  picture  or  recitation. 

Wednesday,  A.M.— Bible  Stories  (correlated  with  the  Catechism  Lesson). 

P.AI.— Life  of  our  Lord,  (taught  objectively). 
Thursday,    A.M. — Catechism. 

"  P.M. — Stories  to  emphasize  the  lesson. 

Friday,         A.M. — General  questions  on  week's  work  in  Religious  Instruction. 

"  P.M.— Training  in  Practices  and  Deportment.     First,  genuflection ;  outward 

signs  of  reverence  to  God  ;  to  spiritual  superiors,  etc. 

SEPTEMBER. 
FIRST    WEEK. 

Talk  about    picture  of  "Jesus  blessing  the  children  ; "  lead  the  children  to  say  Jesus 
is  "  God."     Write   the  word  "  God"  in   yellow  chalk.     Let  them  try  to  do  it. 
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Introduce  then  the  question:  "Who  made  the  world?"  "God  made  the 
world."  "  Show  me  the  world,  or  something-  in  the  world."  Bring  in  the  acts 
of  creation. 
Teach  Sign  of  the  Cross.  "  How  do  people  know  things  that  are  theirs  ?  "  "  By  a 
mark,  so  our  Lord  marks  us  with  the  Sign  of  the  Cross."  Have  the  children 
make  it  on  themselves  ;  make  the  form  on  the  board.  Speak  of  how  necessary 
it  is  to  make  the  sign  properly,  otherwise  it  is  not  our  Lord's  mark. 
God  is  our  dear  Father.  Our  Lord  told  us  what  to  say  to  Him  :  "  Our  Father,  who 
art  in  heaven."     Teach  the  first  petition. 

Catechism. —  (Questions  specified,  pp.  s  to  7.) 

Instruction  and  Bible  Stories. — Tell  the  story  of  God's  love  in  making  this  beautiful  world 
for  us ;  gfiving  us  our  parents  ;  those  we  love  ;  those  who  love  us.  Lead  the 
children  to  make  acts  of  gratitude,  to  thank  Him,  to  love  Him.  Make  them 
say,  with  joined  hands  and  reverent  manner:  "  Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven, 
hallowed  be  Thy  Name." 

Objective  Teaching. — (Chapter  First,  Catechism.)  Ask  the  children  to  show  the  begin- 
ning, the  end  of  a  pencil.  Make  a  circle.  Lead  them  to  see  it  has  no  begin- 
ning, no  end  ;  let  them  make  it.  "  Then  we  will  put  a  circle  round  the  dear 
name  of  God — to  show  what?"  "That  He  has  no  beginning,  no  end;  He 
always  was."  Now  write  the  name,  "God."  Show  them  their  name  is  not 
themselves.  "  So  this  is  the  Name  of  God,  and  the  circle  round  it  means — 
what  ?  "  "  God  has  no  beginning,  no  end." 
Give  illustrations  on  the  blackboard  of  the  Days  of  Creation.  Same  with  sand-board 
and  objects,  taking  the  work  of  one  or  two  days  at  a  time,  until  the  children 
can  readily  name  something  made  each  day  of  the  Creation. 

Hymns. — Sign  of  the  Cross,        {Appendix,  p.  46.) 
Prayer  of  Intention. 

Quotation. —  (With  picture.)      "  Sufifer  the  little  children,"  etc. 

Seat  "Work. — Teach  the  children  to  make  a  cross  ;  then  to  make  it  a  certain  number  of 
times  ;  to  write  the  name  of  God  a  certain  number  of  times  ;  to  make  circles 
round  it. 

SECOND  WEEK. 

Prayers. — Sign  of  the  Cross  ;  sung,  said. 

Lord's  Prayer — first  two  petitions. 
Catechism. — Review  first  week's  work  ;  add  that  of  second  week,  one  question  at  a  time. 
At  every  lesson,  review  preceding.     Do  not  go  too  rapidly,  but  give  same  ques- 
tions with  different  introduction  or  objective  form. 
Instruction  and  Bible  Stories. — The  prayer  our  Lord  taught  us, — "  Our  Father,"   etc. 
Prayer  is  talking  to  our  dear  Father,  God.     Our  Lord  always  prays  with  us,  if 
we  ask  Him. 
Review  the  lesson  of  Creation  to  emphasize  God's  love  ;  nothing  could  pray  till  He 
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made  man.  How  glad  we  should  be  to  pray  !  He  gave  us  the  whole  world 
when  He  gave  it  to  Adam  and  Eve.  Let  us  tell  God  we  believe  in  Him.  "  I 
believe  in  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth." 
God  told  Adam  and  Eve  they  might  have  everything  but  one  tree  :  they  were  bad, 
they  disobeyed  ;  they  got  afraid  of  God,  ran  away,  hid  themselves  ;  sometimes 
naughty  children  do  the  same.  We  should  always  run  to  ask  God's  pardon, 
then  all  will  be  right.  God  always  loves  us,  but  He  does  not  like  our  bad  acts. 
Tell  me  something  that  would  displease  God  ;  something  that  would  please  Him. 

Story  of  Jesus  and  the  Children. —  (Picture  :  "Jesus  blessing  the  children.") 

"When  God  came  on  earth,  what  was  His  name?"  "Show  me  His  picture." 
"What  do  the  mothers  say?"  "The  children?"  "The  Apostles?"  "Does 
our  Lord  love  you  ?" 

Hymns,  Quotations^  Seat  Work. — (As  laid  down  for  last  week.) 

THIRD  WEEK. 

Prayers. — Sign  of  the  Cross  ;  "  Our  Father," — first  three  petitions  with  some  explana- 
tion ;  then  the  fourth. 

Catechism. — Review.     Add  questions  specified,  p.  5. 

Instruction  and  Bible  Stories. — We  were  made  to  know  God  :  we  learn  about  Him  in  our 
Catechism  lesson.  We  should  love  it  ;  try  to  remember  it  ;  tell  it  to  others. 
Tell  our  Lord  we  love  to  study  about  Him.  How  can  we  show  love  ?  Lead 
them  to  see  it  is  by  obeying ;  to  disobey  is  sin ;  God  hates  sin ;  it  injures  Him  ; 
it  hurts  us.  "Who  can  tell  me  something  God  tells  us  to  do?"  "Say  our 
prayers,  go  to  Mass  on  Sunday, — obey  our  parents  and  teachers,"  etc.  Try  to 
put  all  on  a  principle  of  love.  "  If  we  disobey,  what  should  we  do?"  "Beg 
pardon;  do  not  go  away  from  God,  run  to  Him." 
Bring  these  things  into  their  life  by  action.  If  they  commit  a  notable  fault,  tell 
them  of  the  wrong  they  do  to  God  :  instruct  them  how  to  ask  our  Lord's  par- 
don by  an  Act  of  Contrition. 

Practices. — Train  how  to  enter  the  church ;    how  to  take  holy  water ;  to  make  the  simple 
genuflection. 

Bible  Stories. —  (As  included  above.) 

Hymns. — Sign  of   the  Cross;    "Our  Father"   (sing   the  petitions  known);   Prayer  of 
Intention. 

Quotations. — "  Sufifer  the  little  children,"  etc. 

Recitation. — Days  of  Creation.      {Appe?tdix,  p.  44.) 

Seat  Work. — Write  names  :  "  God,"  "  Jesus." 

FOURTH  WEEK. 

Prayers. — Sign  of  the  Cross.     See  that  every  child  knows  its  right  hand ;  make  it  put  left 
in  proper  place.     Drill  to  know  forehead,  right  shoulder,  left  shoulder,  under 
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the  breast.     When  these  are  known,  let  the  teacher  make  it  herself,  having-  the 

children  watch  her:  then  imitate  her.     If  both  make  it  together,  the  children 

will  use  the  left  hand.     "Which  is  the  best  hand  ?"     "The  right."     "Well,  we 

always  use  the  best  for  God." 
"Our  Father"  completed.     Explain  first  four  petitions  in  a  way  comprehensible  by 

the  child. 
Catechism. — Review.     Questions  specified,  p.  5. 
Bible  Stories. — Creation — works  of  each  day.     Review. 
Instruction. — God  sees  everything ;  knows  everything.     Always  loves  us,  always  thinks 

of  us.     What  has   He  done  for  us  to-day  ?     What  gifts  of  creation  have  we 

had  ?     Did  He  think  of  us  when  He  made  the  world  ?     What  can  we  do  that 

birds  and  flowers  cannot  ?     What  two  parts  in  man  ? 
Review  catechetically  what  you  have  taught  during  the  month ;  also  the  practices 

of  deportment. 
Hymns. — Review.     League  Offering. 
Recitations. — Our  Heavenly  Father.     {Appeiidix ,  p.  42.) 

(Review  all  preceding  work.) 
Seat  Work. — As  in  the  previous  weeks. 

Judge  now  if  the  children  know  the  work  indicated  as  well  as  you  could  expect :  if 

not,  note  where  the  weakness  lies  and  remedy  before  taking  up  next  month's 

work. 

{^The  above  being  given  only  as  a  specimen  of  how   the  work  might  be  m,apped  out,  it  is- 
U7i7iecessary  to  carry  it  further?)- 
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Special  Patron — The  Holy  Angels  Guardian. 


Prayers. — Review  those  laid  down  for  First  Grade. 

Add  the  Confiteor;    Angel  us  ;    Grace  before  and  after  meals;    "Glory  be  to  the 
Father,"  etc. ;  Act  of  Contrition. 
Aspirations. — To  those  of  First  Grade,  add  the  salutation  : 
"Praised  be  Jesus  and  Mary,"  etc. 

"  O  Mary  conceived  without  sin,"  etc.      {Appendix,  p.  40.) 
Catechism. — As  specified  for  First  Grade. 

The  Ten  Commandments.     Works  of  Mercy. 
Bible  History.— (Oral.) 

Review  work  of  First  Grade.     Additional  work  : 

Old  Testament. — Babel.     Story  of  Abraham  and  Isaac.     Story  of  Joseph. 
iVew  Testament. — Events  of  our  Lord's  life  taught  in  First  Grade.     Add  the  Circum- 
cision ;  Presentation  and  Purification.     Institution  of  Holy  Orders  ;  Apparition 
to  our  Blessed  Mother  ;  Institution  of  Penance.     {Tablets,  pp.  8  and  9.) 
Instruction. — Lessons  on  our  Lord's  life,  mainly  on  His  childhood.    The  principal  truths. 
Prayer.     Sin.     Explanation  of  the  Commandments  of  God.     Preparation  for 
Confession.     Meaning-  of   the  principal   feasts  of    our  Lord ;    of   the  Blessed 
Mother,  Saint  Joseph,  the  Angels,  Patron  Saints,  as  they  occur  during  the  year. 
Practices. — Review  those  laid  down  for  the  First  Grade. 

How  to  examine  one's  conscience.     How  to  make  a  visit  to  the  Blessed  Sacrament. 
Train  in  the  external  forms  of  the  Sacrament  of  Penance. 
Stories. — The  principal  ones  will  be  found  in  the  Bible  History  of  this  Grade.     Tell  about 
Saints   Joachim  and  Anne ;  about  our    Guardian    Angels ;    Saints    Michael, 
Gabriel  and  Raphael  ;  Saints  Peter  and  Paul  ;  St.  Mary  Magdalen. 
Hymns  and  Chants. —  {Appe?idix,  pp.  46  to  51.) 

"Jesus,  teach  me  how  to  pray" — {stanzas  i,  2). 

"Heart  of  the  Holy  Child." 

"Holy  Mary,  Mother  mild." 

Child's  Rule  of  Life — {stayizas  i,  2,  3,  4). 

The  Great  Truths. 

Acts  of  Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  Contrition. 

Ten  Commandments  of  God :  Chant. 

Days  of  Creation. 
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Quotations, — To  those  of  First  Grade  add  : 

"  In  the  beginning,"  etc.     {Appendix,  p.  41.) 
"  He  hath  given,"  etc.         (         "  p.  41.) 

"And  He  went  down,"  etc.  (         "  p.  41.) 

Recitations. — Our  Heavenly  Father — {stanzas 
Consecration  to  Mary,  " 

The  Wonderful  World. 
Days  of  Creation. 
"  Dear  Little  One." 
Child's  Rule  of  Life. 
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SUGGESTIONS  TO  TEACHERS  OF  THE  SECOND  GRADE. 


Here  it  may  be  said,  once  for  all,  that  the  teacher  of  any  Grade  should  thoroughly 
familiarize  herself  with  the  work  and  directions  noted  for  all  the  preceding,  as 
each  is  but  supplementary  of  the  other;  and,  unless  the  children  have  a  fair 
knowledge  of  the  lower  Grade  work,  they  cannot  well  follow  the  next.  Your 
first  endeavor,  then,  should  be,  when  you  take  charge  of  a  class,  to  learn  what 
is  the  "mind-content"  of  the  pupils,  and  base  your  work  on  that.  In  sub- 
stance, the  work  of  the  Second  Grade  is  that  of  the  First,  with  certain  additions 
named  under  each  heading. 
Prayers.— During  the  First  Term,  add  the  "  Glory  be  to  the  Father,"  and  the  Angelus. 

In  the  Second  Term,  the  Confiteor  and  Act  of  Contrition. 
Aspirations. —  (See  Appendix,  p.  40.) 

Catechism.— Matter  specified,  pp.  5-7 ;  it  would  be  well  also  to  have  the  children  learn 
how  the  Two  Great  Precepts  of  Charity  are  translated  into  action  :— 
Love  of  God,  by  keeping  His  Commandments.     ( Reviezv  the  Ten.) 
Love  of  neighbor,— Works  of  Mercy  for  the  love  of  God. 
Bible  History.— (Oral.)     Use  the  Tablet  forms,  p.  8,  going  step  by  step,  recording  only 
as  learned.     Let  the  children  copy  and  make  these  forms,  however  crudely. 
Correlate  with  the  Catechism  lesson  ;  for  instance,  in  teaching  on  Sin,  lead  the 
children  to  see  what  Commandment  was  broken  by  the  first  sin ;  by  Cain's  sin ; 
at  Babel ;  etc. 
Of  Joseph,  teach  about  him  as  a  child  ;  a  slave ;  a  prisoner  ;  a  prince. 
In  the  Ne'w  Testament,  as  far  as  possible,  make  the  work  objective  by  the  use  of  pic- 
tures, blocks,  and  figures ;  sometimes  by  personal  action  ;  as,  for  instance,  at 
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Christmas,  a  procession  to  the  Crib  ;  recitations  or  hymns  explanatory  of  the 

mystery. 
"What  lovely  Infant  can  this  be  ?"  (^Appendix,  p.  53),  recited  or  sungf  by  alternate 

choirs,  will  greatly  impress  the  little  ones,  if  any  reproduction  of  the  Crib  be 

before  them. 
Instruction  and  Practices. — Should  cover  the  same  ground  as  last  year. 

Quotations,   recitations,   hymns,   especially    the    Child's    Rule    of   Life,  should   be 

explained,  so  that  the  children  may  attach  the  proper  meaning  to  them.     The 

Commandments,  how  broken ;  how  kept ;  thus  lead  the  little  ones  on  gradually 

to  examination  of  conscience. 
It  is  advisable  to  show  the  children  the  confessional.     Many  little  ones  fear  to  go 

into  a  place  they  have  not  seen  before,  and  it  should  be  the  teacher's  aim  to 

remove,  as  far  as  possible,  whatever  would  associate  with  unpleasant  ideas  this 

Sacrament  of  grace  and  mercy. 
To  receive  absolution  worthily,  one  must  know  the  four  principal  mysteries  ;  hence 

when  the  children  are  preparing  for  Confession,  have  them  repeat  the  following 

formula  : — 

1.  I  believe  there  is  but  one  God. 

2.  In  one  God  there  are  three  Persons,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 

3.  God  the  Son,  the  Second  Divine  Person,  was  made  man  and  died  to  save  us. 

4.  God  will  reward  the  good  in  heaven  and  punish  the  bad  in  hell  for  all  eternity. 
Ask  what  they  do  when  they  go  before  the  Blessed  Sacrament :  what  do  they  say  ? 

what  do  they  tell  our  Lord  ? 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  children  should  know  the  five  Joyful  Mysteries,  and  be 
able  to  describe  each,  either  with  or  without  the  picture. 
Stories  of  Saints. —  (Not  their  lives — only  incidents.) 

Sts.  Joachim  and  Anne — They  were  our  Blessed  Lady's  father  and  mother. 

St.  Michael — Fought  the  devil  and  his  bad  angels :  helps  us  to  conquer;  that  is  why 
he  is  represented  so  in  the  picture. 

St.  Gabriel — Angel  of  the  Incarnation  :  his  message  to  Zachary ;  to  the  Blessed 
Mother. 

St.  Raphael — How  he  guided  young  Tobias. 

St.  Peter — First  Pope;  head  of  the  Church  on  earth  after  our  Lord  went  to  heaven; 
he  was  crucified. 

St.  Paul — Was  chosen  by  God  to  teach  His  Name  to  the  heathens ;  did  so  much  for 
God ;  put  to  death  the  same  day  as  St.  Peter. 

St.  Mary  Magdalen — Had  been  bad ;  went  to  our  Lord,  knelt  at  His  feet ;  was  for- 
given ;  became  one  of  those  dearest  to  our  Lord ;  was  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross 
with  our  Blessed  Lady. 

Use  this  example  to  lead  the  children  not  to  dread  but  to  love  to  go  to  Confession. 

Stories  and  examples  of  virtue  noticed  in  events  of  daily  life  and  in  familiar  person- 
ages should  also  be  brought  into  evidence. 
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Hymns  and  Chants. — To  those  of  First  Grade  add  : 

Child's  Rule  of  Life — {stanzas  3,  4.)   {Appe^idix,  p.  48.) 

Act  of  Contrition.  (         "  p.  47.) 

The  Great  Truths.  (         "  p.  50.) 

Child's  Morning-  Hymn.  (  "  p.  51.) 

Quotations. — (Add  to  those  of  First  Grade.) 

"  In  the  beginning  God  created,"  etc.  {Apperidix,  p.  41.) 

"  He  hath  given,"  etc.  (with  picture  of  Angel  Guardian)  (         "  p.  41.) 

"  And  He  went  down,"  etc.  (with  picture  of  Child  at  Nazareth)  (         "  p.  41.) 

Recitations. — Use  the  Hymns  sometimes  as  recitations. 

Consecration  to  Mary —     {Appendix,  p.  44.) 

"  Dear  Little  One,"  etc.     (         "  P- 43-) 

Seat  Work. — Sacred  names  written  a  certain  number  of  times. 

Drawings :  Crosses,  trefoil  and  triangle  with  names  of  the  Divine  Persons. 

Tablets  with  Commandments  divided  as  referring  to, — 
Love  of  God — i,  2,  3  ; 
Love  of  Man — 4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10. 

Days  of  Creation  :  simple  sketches. 

Filling  in  blank  sentences,  as  in  the  following : — 

God the  world. 

Man  is  a composed  of  a and  and  made  to  the and 

likeness  of . 
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Special  Patron — Holy  Mary,  Mother  of  God. 


Prayers. — Review  those  of  preceding  years. 
Acts  of  Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  Contrition. 
"  Come,  O  Holy  Ghost,"  etc.     Morning:  Offering:. 
Aspirations. — As  for  previous  Grades. 

Add:  "Jesus,  meek,"  etc.     (^Appendix,  p.  40.) 
Catechism. — Plenary  Council  Catechism,  No.  i. 

Special  study  of  Commandments  of  God  and  of  the  Church.     The  Four  Ends  of 
Mass.     Beatitudes.     Works  of  Mercy. 
Bible  History. — Review  First  and  Second  Grade  work  ;  add  : 

Old  Testament, — Story  of  Moses ;   Exodus ;    Commandments,  as  given  in   Tablets, 

pag-e  24. 
Neiv  Testament. — Vision  of  Zachary.    Journey  to  Bethlehem.     Our  Lord's  Fast  and 
Temptation.     St.   John's    Testimony.     Call  of    First    Disciples.     Marriage  of 
Cana.     Sermon  on  the  Mount, — Call  of  the  Twelve  ;  Beatitudes.     Transfigu- 
ration.    Treason  of  Judas.     Paschal   Lamb.     Betrayal.     Choice  of  Barabbas. 
Condemnation  of  our  Lord.     Way  of  the  Cross.     {Tablets,  p.  25.) 
Instruction. — Simple  instruction  on  seasons  of  ecclesiastical  year  as  they  occur ;  on  the 
observance  of  Sundays  and    holydays  ;  abstinence  on  Fridays  ;  on  feasts  and 
fasts.     Sin.     Prayer  and  means  of  grace.     On  the  Blessed  Sacrament  and  on 
Mass.     Confirmation.     Visits  to  the  Blessed  Sacrament ;  to  our  Blessed  Lady. 
Use  of  Aspirations.     Thought  of  God's  presence.     Liiitation  of  Holy  Patrons. 
Practices. — Practices  of  respect  to  the   Church  ;  to  ecclesiastics  ;  to  sacred  things  ;  to 
parents  ;  to  teachers.     Praying  for  those  who  care  for  them, — testimonies  of 
affection,  etc.,  on  parent's  feast  days. 
Preparation  for  and  thanksgiving  after  Holy  Communion  and  Sacrament  of  Penance. 
Stories. — Stories  of  St.  Michael  and  the  bad  angels  ;  St.  Patrick  and  the  Shamrock  ;  St. 
Agnes,  Martyr ;  St.  Rose  of  Lima ;  St.  Anthony  of  Padua  ;  St.  Augustine  and 
the  Child ;  St.  Benedict  and  the  Sign  of  the  Cross.     That  Saint  who  is  the 
patron  of  the  greatest  number  of  children  in  your  room. 
Hymns. — All  previously  taught,  with  additions  noted  for  this  Grade.     {Appendix,  pp. 
46  to  52.) 
Commandments  and  Precepts  chanted;    also  Sign    of  the  Cross,   "Our  Father," 

"  Hail  Mary,"  Acts  of  Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  and  Contrition. 
"  Holy  God."      {Stayizas  i  and  2.) 
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In  chantingf  the  Commandments,  Precepts,  Beatitudes,  etc.,  the  member  ol  each  may 
be  included  in  the  chant,  if  the  teacher  think  well ;  as,  First :  I  am  the  Lord 
thy  God,  etc.  ;  or  the  children  may  indicate  it  by  raising  the  fing-ers.  Again, 
gestures  or  motions  help  to  fix  in  the  memory  of  the  little  ones  the  idea  incul- 
cated ;  as,  a  curved  motion  in  the  air  for  the  sky ;  a  wavy  motion  of  the  hands 
for  the  sea.  Little  children  like  to  be  doing  something  ;  their  natural  activity 
and  restlessness  may  thus  be  made  a  help  rather  than  an  obstacle. 
Qaotations. — "Arise,  and  take  the  Child,"  etc.  (Picture: — Flight  into  Egypt.) 

"And  Jesus  advanced,"  etc.  (       "  Child  in  St.  Joseph's  Shop.) 

"  And  all  that  heard  Him,"  etc.  (       "  Child  ir  Temple.) 

"Son,  why  hast  Thou,"  etc.  ( 

"And  He  went  down,"  etc.  (       "  Home  of  Nazareth.) 

Recitations, — Hymns  and  verses  already  learned. 

"  Dear  Little  One."     {^Appendix,  p.  43.) 

Child  at  Nazareth.        (         "  p.  45.) 

Hide-and-Seek.  (         "         p.  45.) 
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26  COURSE  OF  CHRISTIAN  DOCTRINE. 


SUGGESTIONS  TO  TEACHERS  OF  THE  THIRD  GRADE. 


Catechism. — The  mnemonic  word,  "Acts,"  will  help  the  children  to  remember  the  four 
ends  for  which  Mass  is  said  : 

A — Adoration. 
C — Contrition. 
T — Thanksg-iving. 
S — Supplication. 
The  rimes,  given  on  page  55,   may  help  the  children  to  remember   the    Precepts 
of  the  Church  :  they,  as  well  as  the  Commandments  and  the  Beatitudes,  may  be 
chanted.     (^Appendix,  pp.  54-56.) 
Bible  History. — Endeavor,  as  far  as  you  can,  to  use  simple  blackboard  sketches  for  every 
lesson.     Have  the  children  copy  them  ;  reproduce  on  the  sandboard  when  pos- 
sible, as,  Garden  of  Eden  ;  Mount  Ararat ;  Mount  Moriah  ;  Mount  Sinai  ;  Cave 
of  Bethlehem ;  Mount    Quarentana ;    Mount    of    Beatitudes.     Use   objects :  a 
paper  Ark  on  Mount  Ararat ;  Tablet  of  Commandments  on  Mount  Sinai ;  etc. 
Proportion  and  correct  geographical  position  are  not  to  be  the  chief  aim ;  the 
end   is  to  impress  the  scene  in  the  memory.     Use  blocks,  sticks,  in  depicting 
places,  actions,  persons. 
The  form  of  the  Tabernacle  should  become  familiar  to  the  children :  a  diagram  in 
the  proportion  of  three  to  one,  divided  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  and  the. Holy 
Place ;  also  the  Court  of  the  Priests  should  be  shown. 
Instruction. — As  the  principal  feasts  occur,  draw  attention  to  what  one  should  do  to  cele- 
brate them  worthily.      {Appendix ,  p.  60.) 
Advent,  a  time  of  preparation  for  Christmas  :  to  make  presents  for  the  Infant  Jesus, 
by  acts  of  self-denial  and  charity. 
Why  we  make  presents  ?     Who  has  the  best  right  to  get  them  ?     To  give  to  the 
poor  is  to  give  to  our  Lord.     Alms  is  not  money  only,  but  willingness  to  help, 
kindness,  acts  of  attention  to  others. 
However,  it  is  not  well  to  have  the  children  count  the  number  of  acts,  prayers,, 
etc.  ;  it  is  a  temptation  to  vanity  or  exaggeration. 
Lent.     How  little  folk  should  keep  Lent.     How  to  honor  our  Lord's   Passion; 
ways  in  which  we  can  comfort  Him.     Older  people  must  go  to  Confession  and 
Communion  ;  say  a  little  prayer  that  all  may  go. 
Easter.     We  must  prepare  an  Easter  lily  in  our  heart,  by  purity,  love. 
Pentecost.     The  great  feast  of  the  Holy  Ghost.     Those  preparing  for  Confirmation 
are  like  the  Apostles ;  they  should  do  as  they  did  :  they  should  be  "  with  Mary." 
Months  dedicated  to  certain  devotions:  March,  May,  June,  October,  December. 
Why  we  bless  the  hour  ?     What  are  aspirations  ?     What  do  we  mean  by  "  our 
holy  patrons"  ? 
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Make  mvich  of  the  children's  patrons.  Never  include  fancy  names,  such  as  Mayme, 
Maizie,  etc.,  but  Mary,  and  make  the  children  feel  what  an  honor  it  is  to  have 
such  a  name,  or  that  of  a  saint.  Do  not  reflect  on  those  who  have  the  misfor- 
tune to  have  had  whimsical  names  inflicted  on  them  ;  say  nothing-  about  it.  By 
noting  saints'  feasts  as  they  occur,  and  congratulating-  those  who  claim  the 
names,  you  can  do  much  to  foster  love  for  their  holy  patrons.  To  bless  the  hour 
for  those  children  whose  name-day  it  is,  is  a  good  practice.  In  time,  this  may 
make  less  frequent  the  use  of  names  that  are  unchristian,  though  fashionable. 

The  children  should  be  able  to  explain,  now  at  sight,  and  again  from  imagination,, 
the  scenes  of  the  Joyful  and  the  Sorrowful  Mysteries. 
Practices. — Train  particularly  in  the  manner  of  assisting  at  Mass  ;  when  to  rise,  to  kneel, 
etc.     Let  your  manner  of  treating  the  subject  give  the  children  some  idea  of  the 
wonderful  privilege  of  being  allowed  to  assist  at  it. 

Practise  in  the  way  of  going  to  confession  and  Holy  Communion.  Let  the  acts  be 
done  by  some  child,  showing  how  to  kneel,  how  to  ask  the  priest's  blessing,  etc.; 
be  careful,  however,  not  to  let  the  child  go  on  to  the  act  of  confession.  Train 
only  in  the  way  of  beginning  and  ending;  "what  is  to  be  told"  can  be  taught 
better  at  another  time  by  your  explaining  what  is  sin  ;  and  again,  by  having  the 
children  name  what  would  be  a  sin,  avoiding  anything  that  would  seem  like  a 
personal  accusation. 

Again,  as  to  Holy  Communion,  have  some  child  show  how  we  approach  the  altar;, 
how  receive;  how  return  to  our  place;  what  acts  then.  Remember,  what  is 
seeti  is  far  more  readily  remembered  than  what  is  heard. 
Stories. — Such  as  have  been  used  in  former  Grades.  Be  on  the  alert  for  incidents  show- 
ing virtue  in  the  daily  life  of  children ;  also  in  the  lives  of  men  and  women  of 
national  or  local  reputation. 
Hymns,  Quotations,  and  Recitations. —  {Appendix,  pp.  46,  41,  42.) 
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Special  Patron — St.  Joseph,  Educator  of  the  Child  Jesus. 


those  of  previous  Grades.  Add  the 
"  O  Queen  of  Heaven,  rejoice,"  etc. 
{Appendix,  p.  39.) 
p. 
P- 
P- 
P- 
p. 
P- 


etc. 


etc. 


40.) 
40.) 
40.) 
40.) 
40.) 
40.) 


the  Four  Last 


Prayers. — Review    (orally  and  in  writing-)   all 
"Remember;"  "Hail,  Holy  Queen;" 
Prayer  to  the  Infant  Jesus. 
Aspirations. — "  My  Jesus,  mercy." 
"  May  the  souls,"  etc. 
"  O  Sweetest  Heart  of  Jesus,  I  implore,' 
"  Sweet  Heart  of  Jesus,"  etc. 
"  Sweet  Heart  of  Mary,"  etc. 
"  Saint  Joseph,  friend  of  the  Sacred  Heart,' 
Catechism. — Plenary  Council  Catechism,  No.  i. 

Particularize  the  Seven  Capital  Sins  ;  Seven  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost 

Things. 
Liturgy. — Holydays.     Ember  Days.     Parts  of  a  church  as  modeled  on  the  Taber- 
nacle of    the   Old  Testament.      The    Sacred  Vessels.     Ceremonies   of    Confir- 
mation. 
Bible  History. — Old    Testament.       Review  as  on    Tablets.      Teach    more  explicitly  the 
story   of  the  Israelites  from  leaving  Egypt  to  entrance  into  Promised  Land. 
Josue,   Samuel,  David    and  Goliath.     Description  of  Tabernacle    and    law  of 
worship. 
Kings  :  Saul  ;    David.     Solomon  ;    he    builds  the  Temple  ;    falls    away  from  God. 

Roboam.  Division  of  Kingdom. 
Neiu  Testament, — Review  as  on  Tablets.  First  storm  on  Sea  of  Galilee  ;  Jairus's 
Daughter.  Multiplication  of  Loaves  ;  Second  Storm ;  St.  Peter  on  the  Sea ; 
Cure  of  the  Paralytic.  Our  Lord's  Triumphal  Entry.  Events  of  Holy  Week. 
Resurrection ;  Ascension ;  Apostles'  Retreat  ;  Election  of  St.  Matthias ; 
Descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Instruction. — As  indicated  for  preceding  Grades. 

Purgatory. — Explain  the  use  of  indulgenced  prayers  and  practices.     Invocation  of 
the  saints.     Give  special  attention  to  manner  of  assisting  at  Holy  Mass  ;  the 
obligation  of  doing  so  ;  what  we  should  do  at  Benediction. 
Frequent  instruction  on  the  Sacraments  of  Penance,  Confirmation,  Holy  Eucharist. 
Practices. — Stations  ;  Rosary  ;  Purity  of  Intention  ;  Presence  of  God. 
Signs  of  reverence  in  passing  before  a  church. 

28 
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Stories. — Of  St.  John ;  St.  Tarcisius  ;  St.  Polycarp  ;  St.  Ignatius  of  Antioch  ;  St.  Pan- 
cratius  ;  The  Forty  Martyrs  of  Sebaste ;  Blessed  Imelda ;  St.  Thomas  of  Can- 
terbury ;  St.  Louis  and  his  mother ;  St.  Lucy. 
Patrons  of  the  children ;  of  their  parish  church ;  also,  if  there  be  a  large  percentage 
of  children  of  foreign  parentage,  teach  the  patron  saint  of  their  country. 
Hymns. — Review  all  learned  in  lower  Grades.     {Appeyidix  p.  46.) 
Rule  of  Life,   {staiizas  i  to  8  inclusive) 
"  Come,  Holy  Ghost,"  etc. 
"  Dear  Guardian  of  Mary,"  etc. 
Soldiers  of  Christ. 
Litany  of  the  Blessed  Virgin. 
Holy  God"  {stanzas  i,  2,  3). 


( 


p.  48.) 


"Jesus,  teach  me,"  etc.                                   ' 

Appeyidix 

p.  SI-) 

Quotations. — "All  ye  works  of  the  Lord,"  etc. 

p.  4I-) 

"  Labor  as  a  good  soldier,"  etc. 

p.  41-) 

"  In  all  thy  works,"  etc. 

p.  41-) 

"  Honor  thy  father,"  etc. 

p.  4I-) 

"  Now  there  stood  by  the  cross,"  etc. 

p.  4I-) 

"  Woman,  behold  thy  son,"  etc. 

p.  41.) 

Recitations. — "  Mother  of  Mercy."     {Appendix, 

P- 

45.) 

The  Nativity.                                  ( 

P- 

45.) 

Child  at  Nazareth,  No.  2.            ( 

P- 

46.) 

Wonderful  World.                          ( 

P- 

43.) 

Our  Pleavenly  Father.                  ( 

p. 

42.) 

"  Dear  Little  One."                       ( 

P- 

43.) 

Review  orally  and  by  writing  all  those  learjied  in  preceding  Grades. 
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SUGGESTIONS  TO  TEACHERS  OF  THE  FOURTH  GRADE. 


Prayers. — During:  First  Term,  Review  (with  special  attention  to  enunciation  and  mean- 
ing) the  Sig-n  of  the  Cross;  "Our  Father";  "Hail  Mary";  Apostles'  Creed; 
Confiteor;  "  Glory  be  to  the  Father." 
Add  :  Morning-  Offering  ;  Prayer  to  the  Infant  Jesus.     {Appendix,  p.  39.) 
Seco7td  Term. — "  Remember";    "  O   Queen  of  Heaven,  rejoice,"  etc.;  "  O  Angel  of 
God";  Acts  of  Faith,  Hope,  Charity  and  Contrition.     "Grace."     "Come,  O 
Holy  Ghost,"  etc.     "  Hail,  holy  Queen." 
Aspirations, — Those  of  preceding  Grades. 

Additional  ones  as  indicated.     {Appendix,  p.  40.) 
Catechism. — Plenary  Council  Catechism,  No.  i.     Reviews,  oral  and  written. 

First  Term. — Add  Altar  Furniture  as  used  for  Mass  ;  for  Vespers  ;  for  Benediction. 

Seven  Capital  Sins  ;  Four  Last  Things. 
Second  7>r»e.— Seven  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost.     Ceremonies  of  Confirmation. 
September.— First       week.  Chapter  i. 
Second      "  "       2. 

Third         "  "       3- 

**  Fourth       "  "       4.     Review. 

Keep  always  the  same  wording  m  defitiitiotts ;  but  by  review  questions,  put  in  other 
ways  matter  within  the  compass  of  the  child's  understanding. 
October. — Chapters  5  to  9  inclusive. 
Review  by  pictures,  letting  the  children,  from  the  picture,  tell  in  their  own  words 
what  it  means,  etc.;  again,  only  from  memory  and  imagination. 
November. — Chapters  10  to  14  inclusive. 


December. 

"         14       17 

January. 

"         18  "  20 

Review  all  preceding  lessons. 

February  .- 

-Chapters  21  to  24  i 

March. 

"        25  "  28 

April. 

"        29  "  32 

May. 

"        33. 

Review  of  certain  parts  according  to  teacher  s  judgmeyit. 
Bible  History.  Old  Testament,— AW  matter  specified  on  Tablets,  pp.  30-31-  Have  the 
children  trace  the  route  of  the  Exodus  :— they  should  be  able  to  locate  Egypt ; 
the  Red  Sea,  Mount  Sinai  and  the  Sinaitic  Peninsula  ;  the  Jordan  and  the 
Promised  Land. 
They  should  be  able  to  draw  and  name  the  parts  in  diagram  of  Tabernacle  : — com- 
pare with  parts  of  our  Church.  Explain  symbolism  of  the  Ark  ;  Manna ;  holo- 
caust ;  bloody  and  unbloody  sacrifices,  referring  to  their  fulfilment  in  the  New 
Law. 
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Nz'W  Testament, — By  the  use  of  sketch  and  wall  maps  of  Palestine,  by  drawings 
and  the  use  of  sandboard,  lead  the  children  to  localize  the  principal  events 
of  our  Lord's  life ;  pay  especial  attention  to  the  moral  lessons  to  be  drawn 
from  each. 
Instruction. — Dwell  particularly  on  the  obligation  of  loving,  obeying,  respecting  parents ; 
helping,  consoling,  supporting  them.  Necessity  of  consulting  them,  deferring 
to  their  wishes. 

Explain  indulgences  as  attached  to  prayers,  aspirations,  and  practices  thus  far  taught. 

Show  the  love  and  mercy  of  God  in  making  purgatory.  Explain  how  we  may 
lessen  one's  purgatory  ;  inculcate  charity  to  the  poor  souls. 

Enter  into  details  of  assisting  at  Mass.  It  is  advisable  to  have  the  children  use,  at 
your  instruction,  prayer-books  with  illustrations  of  the  Mass.  The  use  of  them 
would  so  familiarize  the  children  with  the  Holy  Sacrifice  that  they  would  follow 
it  intelligently.  Explain  that  absence  from  an  essential  part  of  the  Mass  makes 
one's  attendance  void. 

By  daily  practice,  teach  invocation  of  Saints.  Give  children  an  intelligent  idea  of 
the  practice. 

Review  (as  far  as  possible  by  external  act)  preparation  for  and  thanksgiving  after 
the  Sacraments  of  Penance,  Confirmation,  Holy  Eucharist. 

The   mnemonic    rime — Post  Len.;  Post  Pen.;  Post  Crucem ;  Post  Lucem — will  help 
the  children  to  remember  when  the  Ember  Days  occur. 

Post  Len. — Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  after  the  beginning  of  Lent. 

Post  Pen. — Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  after  the  Feast  of  Pentecost. 

Post  Crucem. — Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  after  the  Feast  of  the  Exaltation, 
of  the  Holy  Cross,  September  14th. 

Post  Lucem. — Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Lucy,, 
December  13th. 

Teach  the  Stations  by  pictures  ;  again,  by  asking  oral  description  from  memory,, 
especially  during  Lent ;  in  this  way  you  may  lead  the  children  to  a  knowledge 
of  mental  prayer.  Do  the  same  with  the  Rosary  in  October.  See  that  the 
children  have  a  clear,  vivid  conception  of  these  events, — be  not  content  witlv 
their  knowing :  try  to  have  the  knowledge  lead  to  love,  gratitude,  imitation. 

The  hourly  prayer  will  afiford  an  opportunity  of  inculcating  purity  of  intention  and 
the  presence  of  God. 

Make  every  eflfort  to  instil  that  "sweet  courtesy  of  youth  to  age,  than  which  there 
is  no  truer  grace."  Our  young  people,  as  a  rule,  are  lacking  in  reverence;, 
pray  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  impress  your  pupils  with  a  sense  of  its 
graciousness,  its  nobility,  its  necessity.  The  school  scene  in  "  Luke  Delmege,'' 
p.  482,  will  be  a  suggestion  and  an  inspiration  to  yourself. 

Little  poems,  such  as  "  Somebody's  Mother,"  "  Who  loved  Best  ?"  "  What  a  Boy 
can  do  ?"  "Lenten  Promises,"  "A  Child's  Thought  of  God,"  become  very 
efifective  when  introduced  into  the  usual  instruction.     "The  unexpected"  puts. 
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the  child  into  a  receptive  frame  of  mind,  and  the  rime  and   rhythm  make  the 

lesson  more  attractive. 
■Stories. — Saint  John,  the  Beloved  Disciple,  rested  on  our  Lord's  breast  at  the  Last  Sup- 
per.    Was  g-iven  charge  of   our  Blessed  Mother.     Often  called  "  our  Lord's 

brother,"  why  ? 
St.  Polycarp  and  St.  Ignatius  of  Antioch  as  disciples  of  Apostles.     The  fidelity  of 

the  former  ;  the  desire  of  the  latter  to  give  his  life  for  Christ. 
The  bravery  of  the  Forty  Martyrs  of  Sebaste. 
Blessed  Imelda  who  died  of  joy  at  her  First  Communion. 
St.  Thomas  a  Becket's  loyalty  ;  a  martyr  for  what  principle  ? 
St.  Lucy's  wish  to  be  all  our  Lord's — her  mother's  opposition  ;  cure  of  her  eyes, 

etc. 
Illustrate  moral  and  civic  virtues  by  incidents  from  profane  history,  i.  e.,  in  life  of 

Georg^e  Washington,  Sir  William  Napier,  General  Gordon,  General  de  Sonis, 

Barry,  Ozanam,  etc. 
Quotations. — "  O  all  ye  works  of  the  Lord,  bless  the  Lord,  praise  and  exalt  Him  above  all 

forever." — Dan.  3  :  57. 
"  Labor  as  a  good  soldier  of  Christ  Jesus." — II  Tim.  2  :  3. 

Refer  to  grace  of  Cojifirmatio7i  :    we  must  labor,  labor  is  not  easy.     Show  what  a 
soldier  s  life  is,  what  a  soldier  of  Christ  must  work  for. 
"  In  all  thy  works  remember  thy  last  end  and  thou  shalt  never  sin." — Eccl.  7  :  40. 
"  Honor  thy  father  and  mother  as  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  commanded  thee." — Deut. 

5  :  16. 
"  Now  there  stood  by  the  cross  of  Jesus  His  Mother." — St.  John  19  :  25. 
"  Woman,  behold  thy  son  ;  Behold  thy  Mother." — St.  John  19  :  26,  27. 
Seat   "Work. —  (Suggestions.)     Tablets    drawn    and   filled   with  the    proper    events    of 

Sacred  History.     Tablets  for  the  Commandments.     Heptagonal  symbols,  on 

which  are  to  be  inscribed  the  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  Sacraments,  etc. 
Drawings  from  models  of  altar,  missal,  cruets,  banners,   bells,  and  the  like,  as  the 

teacher's  zeal  and  ing'enuity  may  devise. 

FILLING  UP  OF  ELLIPTICAL  SENTENCES;  (for  instance): 
I.     "On  the  altar,  at  Mass,  there  are , , ,  and ." 


At   Benediction,  there  are    , , ,  and  there  our  Lord , 

and  we Him." 

2.  Tell  something  that  happened  on  Mount  S ;  Mount  T ;  Mount  O . 

3.  Draw  twelve  stones,  write  on  them  the  names  of  the  twelve  Apostles. 

4.  Write  sentences,  containing  the  names  of  certain  Biblical  persons,  places,  events. 

5.  Tell  three  incidents  in  the  life  of  Saint  John  ;  Saint  Peter  ;  Saint  Lucy  ;  etc. 

6.  Give  elliptical  spelling^  lessons  : — 

J.r...l.m;  C-n.;  C.p.-r..  um  ;  G  •  n  .    .  a  .    .  th. 
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8. 

9- 
lO. 


II. 

12. 


Explain  the  quotations  : 

(a).  "  Labor  as  a  good  soldier  of  Christ  Jesus." 

{b).  "  Arise,  and  take  the  Child  and  His  mother,  and  fly  into  Egypt." 

Write  from  memory  Father  Tabb's  poem  on  the  Nativity. 

Write  the  Apostles'  Creed. 

Under  what  article  of  the  Apostles'  Creed  shall  we  place  (a)  the  Annunciation; 

(d)  the  Scourging  of  our  Lord  at  the  Pillar;  (c)  Purgatory  ;  (d)  Confirmation; 

(e)  Fast  Days;  (/)  Confession;  (^)  Holy  Communion. 

At  what  part  of  the  Mass  do  we  kneel  ?     Stand  ?     When  may  we  sit  down  ? 
What  do  you  think  of  when  you  hear  the  names  :  Bethlehem ;  Hebron ;  Pontius 
Pilate  ;  Judas  ;  Herod  ;  Thabor  ? 


BOOKS  MOST  USEFUL  TO  TEACHERS  OF  PRIMARY  GRADES. 


How  to  Teach  at  Catechism         ..... 

Explanation  of  the  Baltimore  Catechism 

A  Companion  to  the  Catechism    .         ,         .         .         . 

Catholic  Teaching  ........ 

Life  of  Christ       ........ 

Little  Bible  Stories 

First  Steps  to  Heaven  ....... 

Anecdotes  atid  Examples  illustrating  the  Catechism 

A  Method  of  Preparing  Childrefi  for  First  Comtnunion 

Religious  Traini?ig  of  Children      .         .         .         .         . 

A  Simple  Co?ifession  Book  ...... 

A  Sitnple  Communion  Book  .         .         ,         .         . 

A  Simple  Coufirmatio7i  Book     ..... 

Child  of  God  ........ 

Soldier  of  Christ  ....... 

First  Cotnmunion  ....... 

Questions  on  First  Commutiion  .... 

Kindergarten  Stories  a?id  Morning  Talks 

The  Story  in  Early  Education  ..... 


Rev.  Father  Furniss. 

Rev.  Father  Kinkead. 

Published  by  M.  H.  Gill,  Dublin. 

Winefride  Wray. 

Mother  Salome. 

Published  by  Benziger  Brothers 

Rev.  Father  Hopfner. 

Spirago. 

Westminster  Synod. 

Cardinal  Vaughan. 

Mother  Loyola. 


Sara  E.  Wiltse. 


ALL  THE  SCHOOLS  UNDER  THE  PATRONAGE  OF  THE 

HOLY  FAMILY. 

FIRST   GRADE    .   .  Special  Patron— The   Infant  Jesus. 

SECOND    GRADE  .  Special   Patron— The   Holy  Angels  Guardian. 

THIRD    GRADE  .   .  Special   Patron— Holy  Mary,   Mother  of  God. 

FOURTH  GRADE  .  Special   Patron— St.    Joseph,   Educator  of  the   Child  Jesus. 


HYMNS  IN  HONOR  OF  THE  HOLY  PATRONS. 

FIRST   GRADE    .    ."Infant  Jesus"      .   .    .    ."  Parochial  Hymn  Book,"  p.  129,  No.  io8. 
SECOND    GRADE  .  "Dear  Angel"       ....  "  "  "         p.  251. 

THIRD    GRADE.    ."Hail  Mary"         ....  "  "  "         p.  loi. 

FOURTH   GRADE  .  "  Dear  Guardian  of  Mary  "  "  "  "         p.  242. 
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PRAYERS. 

FIRST  TO  FOURTH  GRADE  INCLUSIVE. 

First  Grade. — Sign  of  the  Cross ;  Our  Father  ;  Hail  Mary ;  Apostles'  Creed  ;  O  Ang^el  of 

God  ;  Blessing:  of  the  Hour. 
Second  Grade. — (Additional.)      Confiteor  ;    Act  of  Contrition;    Glory  be  to  the  Father; 

Angelus  ;  Grace  before  and  after  Meals. 
Third  Grade. —  (Additional.)     Acts  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity;    Morning  Offering; 

Prayer  to  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Fourth  Grade. —  (Additional.)     Regina  ;    Remember  ;  Hail,  Holy  Queen  ;   Prayer  to  the 

Infant  Jesus, 

MORNING  OFFERING. 

O  Lord,  God  Almighty,  who  hast  brought  us  to  the  beginning  of  this  day,  let  Thy 
power  so  defend  us  therein,  that  this  day  we  fall  into  no  sin,  but  that  all  our 
thoughts,  words  and  works  may  always  tend  to  what  is  just  in  Thy  sight.  Through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Thy  Son,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  with  Thee  in  the  unity  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

PRAYER  TO  THE  INFANT  JESUS. 

O  Jesus,  sweetest  Child,  who  didst  live  most  holily  in  the  blessed  house  of  Nazareth, 
subject  to  Thy  parents,  spending  Thy  life  in  poverty  and  toil,  and  growing  in 
wisdom,  in  age,  and  in  grace,  have  mercy  on  us. 

PETITIONS  TO  THE  HOLY  GHOST. 

O  Spirit  of  Wisdom,  preside  over  all  my  thoughts,  words  and  actions, 

from  this  hour  till  the  moment  of  my  death. 
Spirit  of  Understanding,  enlighten  and  teach  me. 
Spirit  of  Counsel,  direct  my  inexperience. 
Fourth  Grade.      Spirit  of  Fortitude,  strengthen  my  weakness. 
Spirit  of  Knowledge,  instruct  my  ignorance. 
Spirit  of  Piety,  make  me  fervent  in  good  works. 
Spirit  of  Fear,  restrain  me  from  all  evil. 
Spirit  of  Peace,  give  me  Thy  peace. 

A   CONSECRATION  TO  THE  SACRED  liEART. 

My  loving  Jesus,  L  N.N.,  give  Thee  my  heart ;  and  I  consecrate  myself 
wholly  to  Thee  out  of  the  grateful  love  I  bear  Thee,  and  as  a  repa- 
Fourth  Grade.  ration  for  all  my  unfaithfulness  to  grace,  and  with  Thine  aid  I  pur- 

pose never  to  sin  again. —  {hid.,  loo  days  once  a  day.) 
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PRAYER  TO  THE  ANGEL  GUARDIAN. 

O  Angel  of  God,  my  guardian  dear, 
To  whom  His  love  commits  me  here, 
Ever  this  day  be  at  my  side. 
To  light  and  guard,  to  rule  and  guide. 

Amen. 

BLESSING  OF  THE  HOUR. 

V. — Let  us  remember  the  holy  presence  of  God. 
R. — Let  us  adore  His  Divine  Majesty.     ( Short  pause.) 
The  Hail   Mary.     Invocation  of  the  Saint  of  the  day.     Blessed  be  the  hour  in  which 
our  Lord  was  bom  and  crucified  for  us  ! 


ASPIRATIONS. 

FIRST  GRADE. 

Jesus,  Mary,  and  Joseph,  I  give  you  my  heart  and  my  soul. 
Jesus,  Mary,  and  Joseph,  assist  me  in  my  last  agony. 

Jesus,  Mary,  and  Joseph,  may  I  breathe  forth  my  soul  in  peace  with  you. —  {hid.,  300 
days  each  time.) 

SECOND  GRADE. 

Salutation:  Praised  be  Jesus  and  Mary, 

Now  and  forever. — {Ind.,  50  days  each  time.) 
O  Mary,  conceived  without  sin,  pray  for  us  who  have  recourse  to  thee. —  {hid.,  100  days 
once  a  day.) 

THIRD  GRADE. 

Jesus,  meek  and  humble  of  heart,  make  my  heart  like  unto  Thine. —  {hid.,  300  days  once 
a  day.) 

FOURTH  GRADE. 

My  Jesus,  mercy  ! — {Ind.,   100  days  each  time.) 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace.     Amen. 

O  Sweetest  Heart  of  Jesus,  I  implore 

That  I  may  ever  love  Thee  more  and  more. —         {hid.,  300  days  each  time.) 

Sweet  Heart  of  Jesus,  be  my  love.  "       300 

Svv-eet  Heart  of  Mary,  be  my  salvation.  "       300 

St.  Joseph,  friend  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  pray  for  us.   "        100      "     once  a  day. 
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QUOTATIONS. 

FIRST  GRADE. 

Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  thy  whole  heart,  and  with  thy  whole  soul,  and 

with  thy  whole  mind. 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself. — St.  Matt.  22  :  37,  39. 
Suffer  the   little  children  to  come  unto  Me,  and   forbid   them  not,  for  of   such  is  the 

king-dom  of  God. — St.  Mark  10  :  14. 
Hail,  full  of  grace,  the  Lord  is  with  thee  :  blessed  art  thou  among  women. — St.  Luke 

1  :  28. 

And  they  came  with  haste ;  and  they  found  Mary  and  Joseph,  and  the  Infant  lying  in  the 
manger. — St.  Luke  2  :  16. 

SECOND  GRADE. 

In  the  beginning  God  created  heaven  and  earth. — Gen.  i  :  i. 
He  hath  given  His  angels  charge  over  thee. — St.  Matt.  4:6. 

And  He  went  down  with  them,  and  came  to  Nazareth ;  and  was  subject  to  them. — 
St.  Luke  2:51. 

THIRD  GRADE. 

Arise,  and  take  the  Child  and  His  Mother,  and  fly  into  Egypt. — St.  Matt.  2  :  13. 

And  Jesus  advanced  in  wisdom  and  age,  and  grace  with  God  and  men. — St.  Luke  2  :  52. 

And  all  that  heard  Him  were  astonished  at  His  wisdom  and  His  answers. — St.  Luke 

2  :47. 

Son,  why  hast  Thou  done  so  to  us  ?     Behold  Thy  father  and  I  have  sought  Thee  sor- 
rowing.— St.  Luke  2  :  48. 


FOURTH  GRADE. 

O  all  ye  works  of  the  Lord,  bless  the  Lord,  praise  and  exalt  Him  above  all  forever. 

Dan.  3  :  57. 
Labor  as  a  good  soldier  of  Christ  Jesus. — II  Tim.  2  :  3. 

In  all  thy  works  remember  thy  last  end  and  thou  shalt  never  sin. — Eccl.  7  :  40. 
Honor  thy  father  and  thy   mother,    as   the   Lord   thy   God   hath    commanded   thee. 

Deut.  5  :  16. 
Now  there  stood  by  the  cross  of  Jesus  His  Mother. — St.  John  19  :  25. 
Woman,  behold  thy  son.     Behold  thy  mother. — St.  John  ig  :  26,  27. 
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RECITATIONS. 


FIRST  TO  FOURTH  GRADE  INCLUSIVE. 


First  Grade. 


First  Grade. 


Second  Grade. 


Fourth  Grade. 


First  Grade. 


OUR  HEAVENLY  FATHER. 

My  God  !  how  wonderful  Thou  art ! 

Thy  Majesty,  how  bright ! 
How  beautiful  Thy  mercy-seat 

In  depths  of  burning'  light ! 

Yet  I  may  love  Thee,  too,  O  Lord, 

Almighty  as  Thou  art. 
For  Thou  hast  stooped  to  ask  of  me 

The  love  of  my  poor  heart. 

No  earthly  father  loves  like  Thee, 

No  mother  half  so  mild 
Bears  and  forbears,  as  Thou  hast  done. 

With  me.  Thy  sinful  child. 

Only  to  sit  and  think  of  God, 

Oh  what  a  joy  it  is  ! 
To  think  the  thought,  to  breathe  the  Name, 

Earth  has  no  higher  bliss  ! 

Father  Faber. 

blessed  trinity. 

O  Blessed  Trinity  ! 

Thy  children  dare  to  lift  their  hearts  to  Thee, 

And  bless  Thy  triple  Majesty  ! 

Holy  Trinity  ! 

Blessed  Equal  Three, 

One  God,  we  praise  Thee. 


First  Grade. 


THE  CHILD   ON   CALVARY. 

The  Cross  is  tall. 
And  I  too  small 
To  reach  His  hand 
Or  touch  His  feet ; 
But  on  the  sand 

His  footprints  I  have  found, 
And  it  is  sweet 

To  kiss  the  holy  ground. 


Father  Tabs. 
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First  Grade. 


Second  Grade. 


Fourth  Grade. 


First  Grade. 


THE  WONDERFUL  V/ORLD. 

Great,  wide,  beautiful,  wonderful  world. 
With  the  wonderful  water  round  you  curled, 
And  the  wonderful  grass  upon  your  breast, — 
World,  you  are  beautifully  drest. 

The  wonderful  air  is  over  me. 
And  the  wonderful  wind  is  shaking  the  tree  ; 
It  walks  on  the  water,  and  whirls  the  mills, 
And  talks  to  itself  on  the  tops  of  the  hills. 

You  friendly  Earth,  how  far  do  you  go. 

With  the  wheat  fields  that  nod  and  the  rivers  that  flow, 

With  cities  and  gardens,  and  cliffs  and  isles. 

And  people  upon  you  for  thousands  of  miles  ? 

Ah,  you  are  so  great,  and  I  am  so  small, 

I  tremble  to  think  of  you,  world,  at  all ; 

And  yet  when  I  said  my  prayers  to-day, 

A  whisper  inside  me  seemed  to  say  : 

You  are  more  than  the  Earth,  though  you  are  such  a  dot ; 

Yoii  can  love  and  ihi7ik,  and  the  earth  cannot. 

W.  B.  Rands. 


Pirst  Grade. 


Second  Grade. 


DEAR  LITTLE  ONE,  HOW  SWEET  THOU  ART. 

Dear  little  One,  how  sweet  Thou  art. 

Thine  eyes,  how  bright  they  shine  ! 
So  bright,  they  almost  seem  to  speak 

When  Mary's  look  meets  Thine  ! 
How  faint  and  feeble  is  Thy  cry, 

Like  plaint  of  harmless  dove. 
When  Thou  dost  murmur  in  Thy  sleep. 

Of  sorrow  and  of  love  ! 

When  Mary  bids  Thee  sleep.  Thou  sleep'st, 

Thou  wakest  when  she  calls, 
Thou  art  content  upon  her  lap. 

Or  in  the  rugged  stalls. 
Simplest  of  Babes  !  with  what  a  grace 

Thou  dost  Thy  mother's  will  : 
Thine  infant  fashions  well  betray 

The  Godhead's  hidden  skill. 
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Fourth  Grade. 


When  Joseph  takes  Thee  in  Kis  arms, 

And  smooths  Thy  little  cheek, 
Thou  lookest  up  into  his  face 

So  helpless  and  so  meek. 
Yes,  Thou  art  what  Thou  seem'st  to  be, 

A  thing'  of  smiles  and  tears ; 
Yet  Thou  art  God,  and  heaven  and  earth 

Adore  Thee  with  their  fears. 

Father  Faber. 


First  to  Fourth 
•Grades  inclusive. 


DAYS  OF  CREATION. 

First,  light  was  made  ;  second,  sky  and  sea  ; 
Dry  land  and  plant  life  all  ; 
Fourth,  sun  and  moon  and  stars  of  light  ; 
Fifth,  fishes  and  the  birds  so  bright  ; 
Sixth,  beasts  of  earth  and  creeping  things  ; 
Last,  man,  God  into  being  brings. 


.Seco7id  Grade. 


CONSECRATION  TO   MARY. 

Mother  Mary  !  at  thine  altar 

We  thy  little  children  kneel  ; 
With  a  faith  that  cannot  falter. 

To  thy  goodness  we  appeal. 
We  are  seeking  for  a  mother 

O'er  the  earth  so  waste  and  wide, 
And  from  ofif  His  Cross  our  Brother 

Points  to  Mary  by  His  side. 

Mother  Mary  !  to  thy  keeping 

Soul  and  body  we  confide. 
Toiling,  resting,  waking,  sleeping, 

To  be  ever  at  thy  side  ; 
Cares  that  vex  us,  joys  that  please  us, 

Life  and  death  we  trust  to  thee ; 

Thou  must  make  them  all  for  Jesus ; 

And  for  all  eternity  ! 

Father  Faber. 
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Third   Grade. 


Third  Grade. 


Fourth  Gj-ade. 


THE  CHILD  AT  NAZARETH.     No.   i. 

Once,  measuring'  His  height,  He  stood 

Beneath  a  cypress-tree. 
And  leaning  back  against  the  wood, 

Stretched  wide  His  arms  for  me  ; 
Whereat  a  brooding  mother-dove 
Fled  fluttering  from  her  nest  above. 


HIDE-AND-SEEK. 

You  hid  your  little  self,  dear  Lord, 

As  other  children  do  ; 
But,  oh,  how  great  was  their  reward 

Who  sought  three  days  for  you  ! 


THE  NATIVITY. 

Let  my  heart  the  cradle  be 
Of  Thy  bleak  Nativity  ! 
Tossed  by  wintry  tempests  wild 
If  it  rock  Thee,  holy  Child, 
Then,  as  grows  the  outer  din. 
Greater  peace  shall  reign  within. 


Father  Tabb. 


Father  Tabb. 


Father  Tabb. 


Fourth  Grade. 


MOTHER    OF    MERCY. 

Mother  of  Mercy,  day  by  day 

My  love  of  thee  grows  more  and  more ; 
Thy  gifts  are  strewn  upon  my  way, 

Like  sands  upon  the  great  sea-shore. 

Though  poverty  and  work  and  woe 
The  masters  of  my  life  may  be. 

When  times  are  worst,  who  does  not  know 
Darkness  is  light,  with  love  of  thee  ? 

But  scornful  men  have  coldly  said 

Thy  love  was  leading  me  from  God  ; 

And  yet  in  this  I  did  but  tread 

The  very  path  my  Saviour  trod. 
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They  know  but  little  of  thy  worth 

Who  speak  these  heartless  words  to  me ; 

For  what  did  Jesus  love  on  earth 
One  half  so  tenderly  as  thee  ? 

Get  me  the  g:race  to  love  thee  more ; 

Jesus  will  give  if  thou  wilt  plead ; 
And,  Mother !  when  life's  cares  are  o'er, 

Oh,  I  shall  love  thee  then  indeed  ! 

Jesus,  when  His  three  hours  were  run. 

Bequeathed  thee  from  the  cross  to  me ; 

And  oh !  how  can  I  love  thy  Son, 

Sweet  Mother,  if  I  love  not  thee  ? 

Father  Faber. 


CHILD  AT  NAZARETH.     No.  2. 

At  evening:  he  loved  to  walk 

Amongf  the  shadowy  hills,  and  talk  of  Bethlehem  ; 
But  if  perchance  there  passed  us  by 
Fourth  Grade.  The  Paschal  lambs,  he'd  look  at  them 

In  silence,  long-  and  tenderly  ; 
And  when  again  he'd  try  to  speak, 
I've  seen  the  tears  upon  his  cheek. 

Father  Tabb, 


HYMNS  AND  CHANTS. 

FIRST  TO  FOURTH  GRADE  INCLUSIVE. 

SIGN  OF  THE  CROSS;  "OUR  FATHER,"  "HAIL  MARY;"  "CREED." 

("Parochial  Hymn  Book,"  by  Rev.  A.  Police,  pp.  140-144.) 

PRAYER  OF  INTENTION. 

(Same  book,  p.  141.) 

O  my  God,  to  Thee  I  offer 

All  that  I  shall  do  this  day. 

With  what  Jesus  did  to  please  Thee  ; 

Thus  will  I  each  morning-  pray. 
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First  Grade. 


LEAGUE  OFFERING. 
(Father  Furniss,  "  Companion  to  How  to  Teach  Catechism,"  p.  4.) 

My  Jesus,  I  offer  up  to  Thee, 
Through  Mary's  Immaculate  Heart, 
My  thoughts,  words,  sufferings,  may  each 
In  Holy  Mass  find  part. 


ACT  OF  FAITH. 
("  Parochial  Hymn  Book,"  p.  121.) 


First  Grade.         My  God  |  I  believe  in  Thee  |  and  all  Thy  Holy  Church  doth  teach 
because  Thou  hast  said  it  |  and  Thy  Word  is  true. 


ACT  OF  HOPE. 


First  Grade.         My  God  |  I  hope  in  Thee  |  for  grace  and  for  glory  |  because  of  Thy 
promises  |  Thy  mercy  and  Thy  power. 


ACT  OF  CHARITY. 


First  Grade.         My  God  |  because  Thou  art  so  good  |  I  love  Thee  with  all  my  heart  | 
and  for  Thy  sake  I  love  |  my  neighbor  as  myself. 


Second  Grade. 


ACT  OF  CONTRITION. 

O  my  God  |  I  am  very  sorry  |  that  I  have  sinned  against  Thee  |  be- 
cause Thou  art  so  good  |  and  I  will  not  sin  again. 


First  Grade. 


INFANT  JESUS. 

(Same  book,  p.  129.) 

Infant  Jesus,  meek  and  mild 
Look  on  me  a  little  child  ; 
Pity  mine  and  pity  me. 
Suffer  me  to  come  to  Thee. 

Heart  of  Jesus,  I  adore  Thee  ; 
Heart  of  Mary,  I  implore  thee  ; 
Holy  Joseph,  pure  and  just. 
In  your  aid  T  put  my  trust. 
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First  Grade. 


CHILD'S  RULE  OF  LIFE. 
(Air — "  Christian  Brothers'  Hymn  Book,"  p.  145.) 

I. 

In  the  morning'  when  I  waken, 
With  the  Cross  I  sig-n  myself, 
And  say,  "  Jesus,  Mary,  Joseph, 
I  give  you  my  heart  and  life." 
Then  when  dressed, I  kneel  devoutly 
And  I  say  my  morning-  prayers  ; 
With  the  Cross  I  ask  a  blessing. 
Both  before  and  after  meals. 


First  Grade. 


When  'tis  evening,  kneeling  humbly. 
My  night  prayers  I  say  to  God  ; 
Then,  my  conscience  I  examine. 
And  ask  pardon  for  my  sins. 
When  in  bed  I  think  of  Jesus, 
And  my  arms  fold  like  a  cross, 
And  say  :  "  Jesus,  Mary,  Joseph, 
I  give  you  my  heart  and  life." 


Second  Grade. 


With  this  prayer  each  work  I'll  offer 
"  Jesus,  I  do  all  for  Thee  ;" 
"Jesus,  Mary,  Joseph,  help  me!" 
In  temptation  my  cry  be. 
From  occasions  that  are  sinful 
And  bad  company  I'll  fly  ; 
Than  offend  Thee  mortally, 
Dearest  Lord,  I'd  rather  die. 


Second  Grade. 


Should  I  ever  thus  offend  Thee, 
I  will  ask  without  delay 
Thy  forgiveness  ; — to  confession 
If  I  can,  I'll  go  straightway. 
In  that  Sacrament  of  Mercy, 
Dearest  Lord,  I'll  humble  be. 
Telling  all  without  concealment 
To  the  priest  as  though  to  Thee. 
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Third  Grade. 


5- 

Once  a  month,  at  least,  for  pardon 

Of  my  sins,  though  great  or  small, 

I  will  seek,  that  in  confession 

Thy  dear  blood  may  cleanse  them  all. 

Then  unto  the  Holy  Table 

Where  Thou  giv'st  Thy  flesh  and  blood, 

I  will  go,  with  fervor,  striving 

Preparation  may  be  good. 


Third  Grade. 


Holy  Mass  I  must  devoutly 
Hear  on  Sundays,  holydays; 
And  I  should,  at  Catechism, 
Learn  my  God  to  know  and  praise. 
Vespers  or  sweet  Benediction 
By  my  fault  should  ne'er  be  lost, 
Thinking  what  great  grace  is  given 
By  our  God  there  in  the  Host. 


Fourth  Grade. 


7- 

Every  day,  if  I  am  able. 
Glad  I'll  be  the  Mass  to  hear. 
And  I'll  not  forget  to  visit 
Jesus'  tabernacle  dear  ; 
Then,  before  our  Mother's  picture. 
For  her  blessing,  I  will  pray  ; 
For  her  sake  I'll  seek  to  crov/n  her 
With  the  Rosary  every  day. 


Fourth  Grade. 


8. 

For  God's  sake  my  neighbor  loving, 
"  Golden  Rule  "  I'll  try  to  keep ; 
Parents,  teachers,  and  superiors 
Love,  obey,  with  reverence  deep. 
Morning,  noon,  and  night,  I'll  daily 
The  sweet  "  Angelus  "  recite, 
And  I'll  often  read  in  good  books 
That  to  love  of  God  excite. 
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Fourth  Grade. 


Thus  will  I,  with  God's  assistance, 
Faithful  keep  this  Rule  of  Life, 
Till  my  God  bids  me  come  to  Him 
From  this  world  of  sin  and  strife. 
With  Last  Sacraments  then  strengthened, 
Humbly  trusting,  I'll  depart, 
Jesus'  Sign  upon  my  forehead, 
Jesus'  Name  within  my  heart. 


First  Grade. 


THE  GREAT  TRUTHS. 

("  Parochial  Hymn  Book,"  p.  7. ) 

There  is  one  true  and  only  God, 
Our  Maker  and  our  Lord  ; 

And  He  created  everything 
By  His  almighty  word. 


First  Grade. 


CHORUS. 


All  this — and  all  the  Church  doth  teach, 

My  God,  I  do  believe  ; 
For  Thou  hast  bid  us  hear  the  Church, 

And  Thou  canst  not  deceive. 


Second  Grade. 


But  in  this  one  and  only  God 
There  yet  are  Persons  three  ; 

The  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, — 
One  Blessed  Trinity. 


Second  Grade. 


The  Second  Person,  God  the  Son, 
Came  down  on  earth  to  dwell ; 

Took  flesh,  and  died  upon  the  cross, 
To  save  our  souls  from  hell. 


Second  Grade. 


The  good  with  God  in  heaven  above 

Will  ever  happy  be  ; 
The  wicked  in  the  flames  of  hell 

Will  burn  eternally. 


APPENDIX  TO  PART  FIRST. 


51 


Second  Grade. 


Second  Grade. 


Third  Grade. 


Third  Grade. 


Third  Grade. 


Third  Grade. 


CHILD'S  MORNING  HYMN. 

(Same  book,  p.  128.) 

Jesus,  teach  me  how  to  pray, 
Send  distractions  far  away, 
Sufifer  not  my  thoug^hts  to  stray, 
Sweet  Holy  Child. 

Let  me  not  be  rude  or  wild, 
Make  me  humble,  meek,  and  mild, 
Pure  as  ang-els  undefiled. 
Sweet  Holy  Child. 

When  I  work  or  when  I  play, 
Be  Thou  with  me  through  the  day. 
Teach  nie  what  to  do  and  say, 
Sweet  Holy  Child. 

Make  me  love  Thy  Mother  blest, 
Safe  beneath  her  care  to  rest. 
As  a  bird  within  its  nest. 
Sweet  Holy  Child. 

When  the  hour  of  death  is  nigh. 
May  Mary,  Joseph,  standing-  by. 
Take  me  in  their  arms  to  die. 
Sweet  Holy  Child. 

So  through  all  eternity 
Will  I  bless  their  charity 
Who  first  led  my  steps  to  Thee, 
Sweet  Holy  Child. 


Second  Grade. 


HEART  OF  THE  HOLY  CHILD. 

("  Parochial  Hymn  Book,"  p.  129.) 

Heart  of  the  Holy  Child, 

Hide  me  in  Thee  ; 
Purest  and  undefiled, 

Purify  me ; 
Joy  of  my  infant  life, 

Far  from  evil  passions  rife. 
Troubling  this  world  of  strife, 

Keep  me  with  Thee  ! 
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Sweet  Child  of  Bethlehem, 

Open  Thine  heart ; 
Lessons  from  Nazareth 

Deign  to  impart. 
Mary  and  Joseph  dear, 

Let  us  be  to  Jesus  near. 
With  you,  we  shall  not  fear 

From  Him  to  part. 

HYMN  OF  CONSECRATION  TO  SAINT  JOSEPH. 

Glorious  Father,  dear  Saint  Joseph, 
Throng-  we  round  thy  shrine  to-day  ; 
For  the  sake  of  Jesus  take  us 
Third  and  Fourth  'Neath  thy  guardianship  for  aye. 

Grades.  Once  like  us  He  called  thee  Father, 

Teacher,  helper,  guard  and  guide  ; 
Once  like  us  He  sought  for  safety 
At  His  Father  Joseph's  side. 

CHORUS. 

Then  as  round  thy  shrine  we  gather, 
Consecrating  every  heart. 
Take  us  for  thy  children.  Father, 
And  thy  blessing  fond  impart. 

Herod  sought  the  Child  to  slay  Him, 
But  through  thee  He  safety  found ; 
Still  the  demon  seeks  the  children. 
Thou  wilt  still  His  arts  confound. 
Keep  us  pure  as  thine  own  lily 
In  baptismal  blood-bought  grace  ; 
If  we  fall,  dear  Father,  help  us 
By  our  tears  sin  to  efface. 

Take  us,  then,  beloved  Father, 
Thine  own  children  e'er  to  be  ; 
'Neath  thy  blessed  eyes  here  daily 
We  will  do  our  tasks  for  thee. 
Lessons,  prayer,  or  play  we'll  give  thee, 
Each  in  its  allotted  time, 
"All  for  Jesus,  Mary,  Joseph  !  " 
Make  of  each  an  act  sublime  ! 
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First   Voice. 
Second  Voice. 

First   Voice. 
Secofid  Voice. 

First    Voice. 
Second  Voice. 

First   Voice. 
Second  Voice. 

First   Voice. 
Second  Voice. 

First   Voice. 
Second  Voice. 

First   Voice. 
Second  Voice. 


WHAT  LOVELY  INFANT  CAN  THIS  BE? 

("Christian  Brothers'  Hymnal,"  p.  15.) 

What  lovely  Infant  can  this  be, 
That  in  the  little  crib  I  see  ? 
So  sweetly  on  the  straw  It  lies, 
It  must  have  come  from  Paradise. 

Who  is  that  Lady  kneel ingf  by, 
And  grazing'  on  so  tenderly  ? 
Oh,  that  is  Mary  ever  blest. 
How  full  of  joy  her  holy  breast. 

What  man  is  that  who  seems  to  smile. 
And  look  so  blissful  all  the  while  ? 
'Tis  holy  Joseph  good  and  true  ; 
The  Infant  makes  him  happy  too. 

What  makes  the  crib  so  bright  and  clear ; 
What  voices  sing'  so  sweetly  here  ? 
Ah  !  see  behind  the  window-pane. 
The  little  angels  looking  in. 

Who  are  those  people  kneeling  down,^ 
With  crooked  sticks  and  hands  so  brown  ? 
The  shepherds  from  the  mountain  top, 
The  little  angels  woke  them  up. 

The  ox  and  ass  how  still  and  mild, 
They  stand  beside  the  holy  Child  ! 
The  little  body  underneath. 
They  warm  so  kindly  with  their  breath. 

Hail,  holy  cave,  tho'  dark  thou  be, 
The  world  is  lighted  up  from  thee  ; 
Hail,  Holy  Babe  !  Creation  stands. 
And  moves  upon  Thy  little  hands. 
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ITbe  ^wo  (Breat  precepts  of  dbarlt^. 


"s?- 


Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  thy 
whole  heart,  with  thy  whole  soul,  with 
thy  whole  mind,  and  with 


.C2_ 


_(!2- 


thy 


whole         strength ; 


^- 


""O"- 


ISL 


-A- 


-<si- 


:^: 


«7 


'^ 


:q: 


:^ 


-st- 


Thou   shalt   love    thy   neighbor 


as 


thy 


SL 


self. 


^be  ^en  (Tommanbments  of  (5oD. 


-(Q- 


::1: 


■~i 


i:_i!2_ 


First,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  thou  shalt  not 
have  strange  gods 

Third,   Remember  thou  keep   holy    the     . 

Fifth,   Thou  shalt  not  kill ;     Sixth,   Thou   shalt 


not  commit  a       -      -      - 
Ninth,   Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy 


be      - 

fore 

Me. 

Sab     - 

bath 

day. 

dul      - 

ter     - 

-   y- 

neigh    - 

bor's 

wife 

---^- 


'^- 


g 


-Q- 


-«9- 


_(Q_ 


I^ 


«S- 


-^ g 


is: 


Second,   Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord 

Fourth,   Honor  thy  father 


Seventh,  Thou  shalt  not  steal.     Eighth,  Thou 
shalt  not  bear  false  witness  a  - 

Tenth,   Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  .     . 


thy        God 

in 

vain. 

and        thy 

moth 

er. 

gainst  thy 

neigh 

bor. 

neigh 

bor's 

goods 
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^be  precepts  of  tbe  Cburcb, 


':^i 


1 .  Mass  hear  on  Sundays,  holidays  ; 

2.  At  stated  times,  fast 

5.  Your  dues  to  Church  in  justice  pay, 

6.  And  dare  not  marriage     .... 


^^- 


-ri: 


'€^- 


and 


sol 


:i: 


ab 


em 


js: 


stain ; 


nize 


3 


-S5~ 


is: 


-(9- 


-?5|- 


--S: 


=1=F 


-^- 


-&r 


-GL- 


3.  Confess  sins  once  a  year  at  least ; 

4.  At  Easter  time  do  not  remain    . 
6.   In  times  forbidden,  or  with  those 

'Gainst  whom  the  .... 


from     Feast 


Di 


vme. 


Church's  warn  -   ings  rise. 


Seven  Morbs  of  tbe  Cross. 


-^- 


-«si- 


-A- 


:^- 


iS: 


_(!2- 


1.  Father,  forgive  them  for  they  know  not 

3.  Woman,  behold 

4.  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  for    - 
7.  Father,  into 


2.  Amen,  I  say  to  thee,  this  day  thou 

shalt  be  with  me 

3.  Behold 

5.  6.    I  thirst. 
7.    I  com 


A- 


-<9- 
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-«^- 


-&- 
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what             they 

do. 

thy 

son. 

sak     -     -    en 

me. 

Thy 

hands 
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It  is 


m 
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sum 
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mend 

my 

spir    - 
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S)a^6  of  Creation. 


i 


First,  Light   was   made ; 
Second,  Sky  and  Sea ;    Dry  land  and 
Sixth,  Beasts  of  earth  and  .... 


I r^, 


plant 
creeping 


-&- 


life 


is: 


JO- 


all; 
things ; 


'r^r 


JSi.- 


--1- 


-Sl- 


:^: 


IS: 
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Fourth,   Sun  and  moon  and  stars  of  light ; 

Fifth,    Fishes and         the        birds 
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I.  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs 
is  the 

3.  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn,  for  they 
shall  be 

5.   Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain 

7.  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they  shall 
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Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall 

Blessed  are  the)''  that  hunger  and  thirst 
after  justice,  for 

Blessed  are  the  clean  of  heart,  for  . 

Blessed  are  they  that  suffer  perse- 
cution for  justice's  sake,  for  theirs 
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EXAMINATION  OF  CONSCIENCE. 

Recommend  the  children  to  ask  themselves,  when  they  say  their  morning-  prayers  : 
"What  fault  do  I  usually  commit  duringf  the  day  ?" 

Then  to  say,  "  Dear  Mother  Mary,  help  me  for  the  love  of  Jesus  to  avoid  it  to- 
day,"   or  the  like  prayer. 

Instruct  them  how  to  make,  at  their  night  prayers,  a  daily  examination  of  con- 
science, in  some  such  way  as  the  following  : 

Thoughts.     "  Have  I  willingly  to-day  had  immodest,  angry,  disobedient  thoughts  ?" 

Words.  "  Have  I  said  anything  that  was  wrong?" 

Deeds.     "  Have  I  done  anything  wrong?" 

Omissions.  "Have  I  left  undone  anything  I  was  obliged  to  do  ?" 
"  Have  I  any  reparation  to  make  ?" 

Contrition.     Resolution. 

For  excellent  forms  of  examination  of  conscience,  suitable  for  children  when  pre- 
paring for  confession,  see  Mother  Loyola's  "  Forgive  us  our  Trespasses,"  pp.  29  and  33  ; 
or  her  "  First  Confession,"  p.  34 ;  the  Rev.  Father  Nash's  book  "  Confession,"  p.  42; 
and  in  other  books  for  children. 

They  should  not  be  allowed  to  use  the  lengthy  tables  given  in  ordinary  prayer- 
books  ;  endeavor,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  proper  training,  to  make  them  independent  of 
any  printed  form  of  examen. 


ON  SAYING  THE  ROSARY. 

To  break  the  monotony  as  well  as  to  teach  agreeably  the  mysteries  of  the  Rosary 
and  the  lessons  attached  to  them,  various  methods  are  recommended.  Among  the  best 
for  children  is  singing  or  saying,  in  concert  or  individually,  before  each  Mystery,  the 
verses  indicated  below.'     The  Doxology  also  may  be  sung. 

THE  JOYFUL  MYSTERIES. 

The  Annunciation.  — Huviility. 

Hail !  full  of  grace  and  purity. 

Meek  handmaid  of  the  Lord, 
Hail  !  model  of  humility. 

Chaste  Mother  of  the  Word. 

The  J'isi/a/itm. — Charity  to  our  Neighbor. 

By  that  pure  love  which  prompted  thee 

To  seek  thy  cousin  blest, 
Pray  that  the  fire  of  charity 

May  burn  within  our  breast. 

'  From  "Parochial  Ilymn-Book,"  p.  282. 
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The  Birth  of  our  Lord. — Poverty. 

This  blessing-  beg,  O  Virg^in  Qvieen, 
From  Jesus  through  His  birth, 

By  holy  poverty  to  wean 

Our  hearts  from  things  of  earth. 

The  Presentation  hi  the   Temple. — Obedience. 

Most  holy  Virgin,  Maiden  mild, 
Obtain  for  us,  we  pray, 

To  imitate  thy  Holy  Child 
By  striving  to  obey. 

The  Finding  of  our  Lord. — Love  of  Him  ana  of  His  Service. 

By  thy  dear  Son,  restored  to  thee. 
This  grace  for  us  implore. 

To  serve  our  Lord  more  faithfully. 
And  love  Him  more  and  more. 

Concluding  Stanza. 

Queen  of  the  Holy  Rosary, 

With  tender  love  look  down. 

And  bless  the  hearts  that  ofifer  thee 
This  chaplet  for  thy  crown. 

THE  SORROWFUL  MYSTERIES. 

The  Prayer  of  our  Lord. — Prayer. 

Lord,  by  Thy  prayer  in  agony, 

On  Olivet  alone. 
Teach  us  to  pray,  resigned  like  Thee, 

And  say,  "  Thy  will  be  done." 

The  Scourging. — Mortification. 

Swee*-  Saviour,  who  didst  bear  for  me 
The  scourges'  pains  intense, 

Help  me  to  fly  all  luxury. 
And  mortify  each  sense. 

The  Croiuning  with   Thorns. — Fortitude. 

By  the  sharp  thorns  so  meekly  borne. 
And  scofifs  and  bufifets  rude. 

Teach  us  to  bear  all  pain  and  scorn 
With  holy  fortitude. 
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The  Carrying  of  the  Cross. — Patience. 

Lord,  by  Thy  Cross,  Thy  people  spare. 

And  on  us  pity  take, 
Help  us  our  daily  cross  to  bear 

With  patience  for  Thy  sake. 

The  Cnicijixion. — Spirit  of  Self-sacrifice. 

O  Jesus,  Victim  for  man's  fall, 

Lamb  slain  on  Calvary, 
Accept  henceforth  our  lives,  our  all, 

In  sacrifice  to  Thee. 

Concluding  Stanza  as  in  the  preceding. 

THE  GLORIOUS  MYSTERIES. 

The  Resurrection. — Faith. 

All  hail,  gfreat  Conqueror,  to  Thee, 

Arisen  from  the  dead  ; 
Grant  us  the  light  of  faith,  that  we 

May  in  Thy  footsteps  tread. 

The  Ascension. — Hope. 

To  heaven  Thou  dost  ascend  again. 

Sweet  Saviour  of  our  race, 
With  hope  our  fainting-  hearts  sustain. 

To  see  in  heaven  Thy  face. 

The  Descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost. — Zeal  for  Souls. 

O  Holy  Ghost,  who  didst  descend 

In  cloven  tongues  of  fire, 
Our  souls,  which  all  too  earthward  tend, 

With  burning  zeal  inspire. 

The  Assumption. — Devotion  to  our  Lady. 

Mother  of  God,  enthroned  above, 

Beseech  thy  Son  anew 
To  fill  our  hearts  with  childlike  love 

For  thee,  our  Mother  too. 

The  Coronation  of  our  Lady. — Perseverance. 

All  gracious  Queen  of  Angels,  deign 

Our  last  request  to  hear, 
For  us  this  crowning  gift  obtain, 

In  grace  to  persevere. 

Concluding  Stanza  as  in  the  preceding.. 
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THE  LITURGICAL  YEAR. 

To  lead  the  children  to  deeper  and  more  efifective  interest  in  the  spirit  of  the  Church, 
let  us  profit  by  the  various  seasons  of  the  Liturgical  Year. 

From  the  First  Sunday  of  Advent  let  us  speak  of  the  Infant  Jesus,  of  His  goodness, 
His  love  for  us.  As  Christmas  draws  near  we  will  urge  the  children  to  recognize  His 
lovableness,  the  charms,  the  virtues  of  His  Infancy ;  His  tenderness  for  them. 

In  the  second  part  of  January,  we  will  teach  them  to  appreciate  the  sweetness,  the 
delights  of  the  Holy  Name  of  Jesus. 

The  remembrance  of  the  Mother  will  always  accompany  that  of  the  Son  during  this 
season,  particularly  as  the  feast  of  the  Purification  draws  nigh,  and  it  is  to  the  Divine 
Child  with  His  Mother  we  offer  all  our  actions  and  occupations  during  it. 

Then  comes  Lent  with  its  detailed  study,  its  compassionate  remembrance  of  the 
Passion  of  our  Saviour,  devotion  to  His  Sacred  Wounds,  to  the  Way  of  the  Cross,  and 
the  beginning  of  a  more  tender  love  of  His  Sacred  Heart. 

The  month  of  March,  which  always  comes  at  this  season,  naturally  offers  us  another 
occasion  of  thinking  of  Jesus  while  having  recourse  to  His  Foster- Father,  Saint  Joseph. 
At  this  time  we  dwell  particularly  on  three  principal  points  : 

1.  the  obedience,  chastity,  devotedness  of  Saint  Joseph; 

2.  his  intimate  relations  with  Jesus  and  Mary  ; 

3.  his  blessed  death  in  the  arms  of  our  Lord  and  His  holy  Mother. 
Paschal  time  comes  with  the  thought  of  our  dear  Lord's  glory  and  triumph;  the 

Ascension  brings  the  remembrance  and  desire  of  heaven  ;  Pentecost,  with  its  eight  days' 
preparation  and  its  octave,  excites  us  to  devotion  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  prayer  for 
His  gifts,  to  preparation  for  an  approaching  reception  of  the  Sacrament  of  Confirmation, 
or  a  pious,  grateful  remembrance  of  the  Sacrament  received.  Seven  short  prayers  for 
the  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  given  on  page  39  of  this  Appendix,  will  help  the  children  to 
prepare  for  Confirmation,  and  they  should  be  encouraged  to  say  them  often,  especially 
on  Sunday,  to  renew  within  themselves  the  sevenfold  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Pentecost  is  also  the  period  in  which  we  should  recommend  to  the  children  a  very 
important  prayer, — to  ask  for  light  and  guidance  regarding  their  future  and  the  choice 
of  a  vocation. 

About  this  time  comes  May,  the  beautiful  month  entirely  devoted  to  our  Blessed 
Lady. 

The  ordinary  time  of  the  year,  from  Trinity  to  Advent,  will  be  consecrated  to  the 
worship  of  Jesus,  our  Model,  particularly  in  those  virtues  in  which  we  are  wanting,  and 
as  the  Enemy  of  those  defects  which  we  are  given  to. 

To  avoid  the  monotony  which  a  continuity  in  the  same  devotion  would  be  likely  to 
produce,  we  should  profit  by  every  opportunity  for  introducing  a  little  variety. 

Thus,  Corpus  Christi  and  its  octave  present  an  occasion  of  inspiring  the  children 
■with  a  great  love  of  Holy  Communion,  and  for  acquiring  the  habit  of  frequent  spiritual 
Communion. 


APPENDIX  TO  PART  FIRST.  6l 

The  month  of  June  will  sum  up  the  lessons  of  Lent  by  inculcating:  a  profound,  solid 
devotion  to  the  Sacred  Heart. 

July  will  inspire  us  with  sentiments  of  lively  gratitude  for  our  Divine  Redeemer 
who  shed  His  Precious  Blood  for  us. 

The  month  of  August  will  confirm  the  impressions  received  during  May,  and  will 
deepen  our  tender  devotion  to  our  Mother,  the  Queen  of  Heaven.  It  will  renew  in  us 
that  desire  of  our  heavenly  country  which  the  feast  of  the  Ascension  should  have  inspired 
us  with,  and  which  will  become  even  more  ardent  toward  the  feast  of  All  Saints. 

In  September,  we  should  show  particular  devotion  to  the  Seven  Dolors  of  our  Lady 
and  be  kept  in  constant  remembrance  of  her,  because  of  the  feasts  of  her  Nativity  and 
Holy  Name. 

Toward  the  end  of  September  and  the  beginning  of  October,  we  will  renew  our 
devotion  to  the  Holy  Angels.  This  will  be  an  opportune  time  for  confirming  ourselves 
in  the  good  habit  of  daily  saluting  our  dear  Angel  Guardian. 

October  is  the  month  of  the  Rosary ;  then  comes  greater  love  for  the  Beads,  con- 
sequently, a  pious  review  of  the  mysteries  of  the  Divine  Infancy,  the  Passion,  and  Glo- 
rious Life  of  our  Redeemer,  in  which  both  heart  and  memory  will  share. 

Finally,  we  enter  on  November,  which  again  brings  our  thoughts  to  our  heavenly 
home,  to  devotion  to  our  holy  patrons,  and  to  pious  and  efficacious  remembrance  of  the 
souls  of  the  departed. 

This  liturgical  year,  with  its  simple  devotions,  thus  happily  furnishes  us  with  most 
efficacious  means  and  occasions  best  calculated  to  form  our  pupils  to  true  piety.  Nothing 
is  here  wanting,  nothing  omitted ;  we  have  everything  at  hand  for  subjects  of  instruc- 
tion and  practices  that  will  be  most  effective  in  urging  those  young  souls  on  in  the  pleas- 
ant paths  of  the  love  of  God. — From  La  Directio?i  des  Enfatiis,  by  I'Abbe  Simon. 
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APPLIANCES  FOR  OBJECTIVE  TEACHING  OF  CHRISTIAN  DOCTRINE. 

I. — For  teaching:  the  different  parts  and  ceremonies  of  the  Mass,  pictures  such  as 
are  given  in  children's  Prayer  Books,  will  be  very  helpful.  They  may  be  made  into 
charts  or  mounted  separately,  and  used  in  the  Lower  Grades  for  teaching:  the  four  prin- 
cipal parts  of  the  Mass ;  in  the  Upper  Grades,  for  all  the  parts. 

2. — ^A  Christmas  Crib  (even  though  but  of  paper).  The  different  figures  should  be 
distinct,  so  as  to  admit  of  their  being  arranged  by  teacher  or  children  according  to  the 
different  stages  of  the  mystery. 

3. — Charts  of  the  Vestments  used  in  the  different  Offices  of  the  Church.  These  can 
be  made  by  cutting  the  pictures  out  of  catalogues  of  Church  Furniture,  and  mounting 
them  either  on  cards  or  on  charts  of  manilla  paper.  If  used  in  this  latter  form,  avoid 
putting  too  many  objects  on  one  chart,  lest  the  children  get  but  an  indistinct  conception 
of  any. 

4. — Bible  Object  Lesson  Charts.  (Bancroft,  San  Francisco.)  These  are  very  useful 
and  interesting,  as  they  give  specimens  of  coins,  weights,  measures  and  other  article? 
mentioned  in  the  Scripture.     They  have  the  additional  merit  of  being  reasonable  in  price. 

5. — Charts  of  Christian  Doctrine.  (Published  by  Maison  de  Bonne  Presse,  Paris.) 
A  series  of  pictures  illustrative  of  the  Catechism  and  of  events  of  Sacred  History.  (  Very 
helpful,  although  the  text  is  in  French.) 

6. — Bilder-Bibel.  (J.  Heineman.)  Forty  colored  illustrations  of  the  Old  and  the 
New  Testament.     (Herder,  St.  Louis.) 

7. — The  Bible  Panorama.  A  series  of  revolving  transparent  pictures  illustrating 
vestments,  sacred  vessels,  etc.,  mentioned  in  the  Scripture.  $1.  David  C.  Cook  &  Co., 
Chicago  and  New  York. 

8. — Pictures  of  our  Lord's  Life;  of  Sacred  Events;  of  the  Saints,  etc.  The  Perry, 
the  Brown,  the  Woodbury,  the  Wilde,  and  the  Cosmos  pictures  are  well  known,  and  so 
low  in  price  as  to  be  available  to  every  one.  The  Vienna  and  Dusseldort  collectio?ts  are 
of  a  better  kind,  but  proportionately  more  expensive.  Among  these  pictures  one  can  find 
representations  of  nearly  every  event  of  both  Old  and  New  Testaments,  but  it  is  much 
to  be  wished  that  some  of  our  Catholic  publishers  would  give  us  a  series  fuller  and  more 
capable  of  meeting  the  catechist's  needs. 

The  Life  of  Christ  in  fifty  colored  pictures  (with  explanatory  text)     10  cts. 

The  Stations "  "  10 

The  Rosary "  "  10 

The  last  three,  though  quite  small,  can  be  used  successfully  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

9. — Maps  of  Palestine ;  of  the  Old  Testament  World  ;  of  places  mentioned  in  the 
writings  of  the  Apostles  ;  Maps  of  Ecclesiastical  Provinces,  of  Dioceses,  and  the  like,  are 
indispensable. 

Maps  in  outline  may  be  made  by  the  teacher  on  the  hectograph,  or  any  form  of 
duplicator.     They  should   be  used  in  localizing  persons  and   events,  such  as  is  usually 
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done  in  the  study  of  profane  history,  but  all  too  seldom  in  that  of  Christian  Doctrine  and 
Sacred  History. 

10. — Model  of  the  Temple  in  the  Time  of  Christ.  An  invaluable  adjunct  in  the 
study  of  events  relating-  to  the  Temple.     (Charles  A.  Butler,  New  York.) 

II. — Boxes  of  Btiildtngf  Blocks^  such  as  are  used  in  the  Kindergarten. 

Sunday- School  Men,  i.  e.,  mounted  sticks.     (Milton  Bradley  &  Co.) 

Both  of  the  above  are  great  helps  in  teaching  location,  direction,  position  of  individu- 
als, etc.  Only  those  who  have  seen  them  properly  used  can  understand  how  valuable  they 
are  as  a  teaching  aid.  By  gluing  kindergarten  sticks  into  small  button  moulds,  any  one 
can  make  her  own. 

12. — The  Sand  or  Moulding;  Board.  This  appliance,  so  much  in  evidence  in  modern 
methods  of  secular  instruction,  can  be  used  very  effectively  in  teaching  events  of  the 
Creation,  and  other  important  points,  both  in  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament. 

Its  uses  are  almost  limitless ;  its  educative  power  of  great  value.  A  few  twigs, 
flowers,  animals,  birds,  fishes,  stones,  etc.,  are  desirable  adjuncts. 

If  wooden  boards  be  not  obtainable  (on  account  of  the  expense,  or  for  other  reasons), 
a  cheap  and  excellent  substitute  is  a  tin  pan,  twenty-seven  inches  by  nineteen,  with  a 
raised  edge  of  an  inch ;  paint  it  light  blue  or  green,  first  as  a  preservative  of  the  metal, 
and  secondly  to  represent  the  water.  Iron-moulder's  sand  is  the  best  for  the  work ;  it  is 
well  to  keep  it  in  a  fibre  bucket,  as  wooden  ones  shrink  when  the  sand  is  dry. 

13. — Toy  Altar  Furniture. 

14. — Miniature  Reproductions  of  the  Priestly  Vestments.  If,  in  conjunction  with  these, 
a  small  lay  figure  be  used,  the  putting  on  and  taking  off  of  the  articles  will  be  an  object 
lesson  worth  many  hours  of  verbal  liturgical  study. 

15. — The  Blackboard.  Its  use  as  a  teaching  adjunct  need  not  be  emphasized  :  but  to 
secure  the  best  results  the  teacher  should  be  "  a  chalk-talker."  If  she  fear  to  draw  lest 
her  pictures  be  not  artistic,  she  will  lose  the  immense  advantages  that  accrue  from  even 
the  rudest  attempts  to  make  visible  the  ideas  she  wishes  to  convey. 

As  Professor  Kenyon  well  says  :  "  The  first  requisite  is  not  graphic  skill,  but  merely 
the  habit  ol  making  marks  on  the  board  while  one  talks."  "  Chalk-talk  is  not  exclusively 
for  those  who  draw  well,  but  for  every  teacher  who  has  courage  enough  or  ambition 
enough  to  make  a  chalk-mark  on  the  blackboard." 

16. — Home-Made  Picture  Charts.  These  can  be  of  various  kinds.  For  Primary 
Grades,  it  is  well  to  make  a  series  of  charts  of  manilla  paper,  with  brass  eyelets.  In  the 
centre  of  the  sheet,  paste  one  picture  of  the  series  needed,  let  us  say  the  Annunciation. 
Then  above  or  below  this,  print  the  explanatory  text  } 

"Hail,  full  of  grace,  the  Lord  is  with  thee!"  and  so  of  the  rest  of  the  series.  If 
these  be  fastened  on  a  key-ring,  they  can  be  easily  turned  over  as  needed. 

Pictures  of  the  Apostles,  Evangelists,  and  other  Saints  can  be  cut  from  publishers' 
catalogues  and  used  in  the  same  way.  A  wealth  of  illustrative  material  is  at  our  hand, 
did  we  but  know  how  to  use  it. 

1  Rubber  Printing  Type  can  be  purchased  at  a  trifling  cost. 
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In  these  improvised  charts,  however,  on  account  of  their  permanent  nature,  the  same 
latitude  cannot  be  allowed  as  in  blackboard  sketches.  The  writing-,  printing,  and  draw- 
ing on  the  charts  should  be  excellent  of  its  kind,  and  artistic  though  simple  in  style,  to 
serve,  as  they  undoubtedly  will,  as  models  for  the  pupils'  imitation. 

17. — Interleaved  Catechism.  This  is  a  simple  yet  effective  help.  The  ordinary 
catechism  is  taken  apart,  the  questions  numbered  (if  not  already  so);  pages  of  blank 
paper  are  interleaved  and  paged  so  as  to  agree  with  the  number  of  the  page  or  question  ; 
holes  are  made  in  all  and  they  are  inserted  between  cardboard  covers,  either  with  the 
McGill  fasteners  or  a  string.  Leaves  can  thus  be  removed  or  added  at  will.  An  index 
should  be  included. 

On  these  blank  pages  the  teacher  can  note  briefly,  references,  anecdotes,  illustra- 
tions, drawings,  that  bear  upon  the  matter,  numbering^  them  so  as  to  make  them  readily 
available. 

As  an  illustration,  we  g^ive  here  one  page  from  a  Catechism  thus  arrang-ed  :  the  book- 
page  is  9  ;  on  the  blank  leaf  opposite  is  marked  : — 

PAGE  9". 

Questions  32,  33,34-.     Bible  References  :   Gen.  1  ;  IIMach.7. 

Illustrate  Days  of  Creation.     Explain   terms  "  creattires ;"  use  and  abuse  of 

them;  all  creatures  cry  out  ^'  love  God. ^^      They  reach    God  only  through 

us, — how  ? 
Qu.  32. — ^^ All  things,"  i.  e.,  devils  included :  not  sin. 
Qu.  33. — Draw  he?-e  moral  lessons  : — Order,  09n?tipotence,  providence  of  God. 

His  special  love  of  ma7t ;  of  me  ;  my  return  to  Him.     Show  the  goods  I  have 

were  made  for  me,  not  for  Adam  ages  ago.     Adam' s  priesthood  is  mitte  ; 

how  do  I  exercise  it  ? 
Qu.  35. — Ajtgels,  good,  bad. 
Deliverance  of    Lot.      Jacob's    Ladder,     Gen.     26, — explanation,    drawiyig. 

Stories  of    Tobias , — Jacob's  blessing,   Gen.   40  :  16  ;    Our   Lord' s  words. 

Matt.  17. 
Qu.  36. — Bad  angels  : — Job  ;    Tobias  ;  Jesus  is  tempted. 
Gabriel,   Raphael,  Michael ;  Archangels  ;  messengers.      Nitie  choirs  ;    three 

hierarchies. 
Stories. — St.  Frances  of  Ro7ne  and  her  Guardian  Angel ;  Mary  Ward  and 

the  angels.     Others  in  the  "  Catechist,"  page  451. 

The  next  interleaved  page  is  marked  g^  .•  on  it  are  the  names  of  the  different  angelic 
choirs;  their  offices ;  symbols ;  other  Scripture  references  ;  notes  also  of  books  and  pictures 
that  have  a  bearing  on  the  subject. 

The  above  may,  perhaps,  give  an  idea  of  how  "  interleaving  "  will  be  useful  :  it  is 
unnecessary  to  quote  more.  Whoever  tries  it  will  learn  its  value,  and  be  convinced  of 
its  utility. 


APPENDIX  TO  PART  FIRST. 


6S 


OBJECTIVE  LESSONS. 

Of  course,  in  advocating  the  use  of  objects,  we  do  not  forget  that  the  teacher  is  the 
informing  element,  tlie  guiding  spirit,  and  that  what  proves  a  success  in  tlie  hands  of  one, 
may  be  a  flat  failure  with  another.  But  she  who  is  animated  with  the  spirit  of  her  high 
calling  will  know  how  to  employ  these  adjuncts  intelligently  and  reverentially  ;  the  chil- 
dren will  follow  her  lead,  and  personify  the  simplest  and  commonest  material  in  ways 
that  would  not  seem  possible  had  not  experience  shown  the  results.  It  has  been  well 
said,  "  every  lawful  thing  may  be  made  a  step  in  the  great  stairway  that  leads  to  God." 

For  instance,  let  the  teacher  build  a  sand  hill,  place  on  one  end  of  the  crest  a  few 
blocks  to  represent  the  city  of  Bethlehem,  and  hollow  out  a  cave ;  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
on  the  farther  side  set  a  few  sheep  ;  let  mounted  sticks  stand  for  shepherds,  if  there  be  at 
hand  nothing  better.  Now  tell  over  the  marvellous  story  :  "  There  were  shepherds  abid- 
ing in  the  field,  keeping  watch  over  their  flocks  by  night."  Thus  the  first  scene  of  the 
ineffable  mystery  is  made  visible  to  the  children.  "And  behold"  (here  she  introduces 
the  figure  of  an  angel)  "  an  angel  of  the  Lord,"  etc. 

Teacher  contimies  :  Then  the  shepherds  said  one  to  another:  "Let  us  go  over  to 
Bethlehem,"  etc. 

Suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  she  moves  the  figures  (always  by  the  base)  on  the 
way  to  the  Cave.  The  interest  of  the  children  is  so  aroused  that  time  and  distance  seem 
to  be  annihilated  ;  they  do  not  merely  listen  to  the  story,  they  live   over  the   mystery. 

The  miniature  stable  now  becomes  the  scene ;  the  shepherds  enter ;  the  children  are 
led  to  tell  why  they  come,  why  bring  lambs  with  them,  etc.,  until  finally  the  lesson  is 
brought  home  that  they,  too,  should  ofifer  at  the  Crib  their  little  sacrifices,  such  as 
arise  from  the  performance  of  the  simple  duties  of  their  daily  home  life. 

And  not  the  Nativity  alone  but  many  external  events  of  our  Lord's  life  may  thus  be 
made  so  vivid  as  to  become  to  the  children  a  reality,  a  something  in  which  they  still 
have  part,  giving  them  a  sense  of  personal  contact  with  our  Lord,  and  winning  them  to- 
personal  love  of  Him. 

If  to  some  persons  this  seem  puerile,  we  can  only  say,  "Try  the  plan,"— we  dare 
add  "and  be  convinced."  One  who  has  seen  (as  sometimes  have  been  seen  at  such 
lessons)  tears  in  the  eyes  of  children,  aye,  and  of  grown  people,  as  "scenes  divine" 
were  thus  reenacted,  with  the  simplest  objects  idealized,  could  never  again  be  content 
with  the  "  word-method"  of  teaching  Christian  Doctrine. 

Two  abuses,  however,  must  be  guarded  against  when  we  employ  material  illustra- 
tion :  first,  the  use  of  unsuitable  objects  ;  for  instance,  while  a  statuette  may  fitly  be 
used  to  represent  sacred  personages,  any  dressed  figure  would  be  rather  a  drawback. 

A  "cross"  answers  admirably  in  localizing  the  sublime  tragedy  of  Calvary;  a 
crucifix  does  not.  The  teacher's  reverential  manner,  even  in  the  handling  of  the  material, 
must  help  the  children  to  idealize  it ;  her  own.serise  of  the  fitness  of  things  will  tell  her 
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what  events  may  be  thus  visuaHzed,  and  what  must  be  left  to  word-description  and  the 
child's  imagination. 

Secondly,  objective  teaching-  often  leads  to  loss  of  time  ;  the  figures,  etc.,  are  to 
be  used  only  as  a  means  to  a  direct  end  ;  that  once  attained,  the  concrete  illustrations  may, 
nay,  often  should  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  children  led  to  reveal,  by  drawings  or  by 
word-description,  the  mental  concepts  they  have  formed.  If  faulty,  they  can  then  be 
rectified  by  further  use  of  pictures  or  objective  material,  until  they  "see"  in  the  sense 
which  Ruskin  attaches  to  the  act  when  he  says:  "to  see  clearly  is  poetry,  prophecy^ 
religion,  all  in  one." 
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